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From Rev Anne…..
We continue to live with constant changes of rules around services, especially
weddings and funerals, and so we are not organising services in advance as we
recognise we may all be back in lockdown any day. At the time of writing there will be
a Harvest celebration in each church. We are currently thinking about each Parish’s
Act of Remembrance in November. As for Christmas I think this year we will not be
able to have the Barnyard Nativity, as we have known it, or large carol services – but
watch this space for what we can do to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the
cornerstone of our Christian faith.
Now… instead of hearing from me this month I thought you would like to hear from the, not so new
now as he was ordained in January, Bishop of Dudley, Rt Rev Martin Gorick:
“2020 has been such a strange year. Autumn has arrived, yet in some ways
the year never seems to have got started. I feel I am still living with so many
uncertainties, and trying to make plans on the constantly shifting sands of
guidance and advice based on ever evolving Covid realities. We are all
learners in this, and pioneers too as we discover new ways of being church.
Tiredness and fatigue are very natural too and sometimes the weight of it all
can press very heavily. I’m so encouraged by the prayerful determination in
our churches to be people of hope, even in the darkest times.
Traditionally we celebrate Harvest at this time. It’s been a tough year for farmers, with heat-waves,
droughts and floods. Sowing seed in a wet winter was almost impossible, and many grain harvests
have been poor. Nevertheless lorries and trailers filled with bales of straw and hay are testimony to
the resilience and grit of our farmers, who just had to ‘carry on carrying on’, pandemic or not. I salute
all those who work on the land, who produce our food and tend our environment. Brexit will affect
them all, though it’s still not clear how. They deserve our traditional harvest thanks and prayers.
We give thanks too for the harvest of Kingdom Values that have been so evident in parishes up and
down our diocese this year, for every glimpse of love, every act of compassion, every shout for justice
and every step into freedom.
May the Lord of the world, the Lord of the harvest, bless you and keep you. One God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Our Church continues to be alive and active, but due to COVID-19 our buildings must remain closed
except where mentioned in the separate parish pages.
Even though they are not able to meet with you in person the clergy are available at the end of a
telephone line so please feel free to contact us:
Rev David Sherwin (Team Rector) 01886 888664 davidwin56@aol.com
Rev Anne Potter (Team Vicar) 01886 832355 revannepotter@gmail.com
Rev Jennifer Whittaker 01886 833897 jenmwhittaker@icloud.com
Rev Jen Denniston 01886 853280 jendenniston@gmail.com
Rev Becky Elliott 01886 812451 revredeccaelliott@btinternet.com
If you have an administration query please contact Alison Khan on 07984 748059 or
leighrectory@outlook.com Please contact Alison if you would like to receive a regular
weekly pew sheet by email.
For those of you with computers, IPads or other such ‘modern technology’ you will continue to find
worship through our youtube wrtlivestream
Other information can be found on our website: www.wwrt.churchinsight.com
Facebook pages: www.facebook.com/Worcesterwestruralteam
www.facebook.com/suckleychurch and on A Church Near You.

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2020
Sunday October 4th
3.30 pm Crown East – All age Harvest
6.00 pm Alfrick – Harvest Evensong
Sunday October 11th
Harvest YouTube Service
6.00 pm Leigh – Harvest Evensong
Sunday October 18th
9.00 pm Bransford – BCP Holy Communion
(Wednesday 21st October – 10.00 am Suckley Midweek Holy Communion)
Sunday October 25th
9.00 am – Alfrick CW Holy Communion
10.30 am Crown East BCP Holy Communion
4.00 pm – Harvest Zoom Service with ‘social’ breakout rooms

NOVEMBER 2020
Sunday November 1st
10.30 am Leigh – CW Holy Communion
3.00 pm Crown East – Memorial Service
Sunday November 8th – Remembrance Sunday
9.00 am Alfrick – BCP Holy Communion followed by Act of Remembrance
10.45 am Leigh – Act of Remembrance
10.45 am Crown East – Act of Remembrance
Wednesday 11 November– Armistice Day 2020
11.00 am – Act of Remembrance at Suckley War Memorial
There will not be a 'set' service pattern for the rest of this year. We are taking one month at a
time as there is still so much uncertainty around COVID-19 and some of our regular church
members are continuing to self-isolate.
****************************************************************************
FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISMS
Alfrick

23 August 2020

Amelia CHIDLOW

6 September 2020 Imogen JONES

WEDDINGS

None

FUNERALS

None

Our District Councillors’ “View from the Hills”
As I write, COVID cases are increasing steeply, though
the same is not true of deaths and – it seems – serious illnesses.
Malvern Hills figures are in line with those nationally, but
consistently at much lower levels and by far the lowest in
Worcestershire. Touch wood that they stay that way.
Despite COVID, there is never a shortage of schemes from our masters in London.
Last month we advised you of Westminster’s draft proposals to alter planning law, removing
most local input to development. This month’s proposal is to remove a layer of local
government by creating “unitary authorities”, as in Herefordshire.
This is superficially attractive: who isn’t in favour of fewer bureaucrats? The problem
lies in how you form a new authority and how local interests are represented, not to mention
how high council tax creeps when local representation is minimised. We believe firmly that
local government should remain just that: local.
On a happier note, additional funds have been made available (locally!) for fibre
broadband schemes. We hope these will help the schemes at Crews Hill, Longley Green and
Lulsley, though Openreach remain an obstacle to be circumvented.
We continue to work actively on your behalf. If you need help, we can be contacted by
phone, email or via our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/rousewhatley
Sarah Rouse: 01886 833653

sarahrouse72@gmail.com

Peter Whatley: 01886 884126 peter.whatley@malvernhillsdc.net
Peter Whatley
***********************************************************************************

Poppy Appeal 2020
Due to Covid-19 this year, door to door collections have been
cancelled. The Royal British Legion has apologised for the
inconvenience but they want people to be safe.
You will be able to purchase poppies at certain supermarkets,
e.g., Morrisons and Sainsburys and I am hoping that certain Pubs and
Garages will have a collecting tin/poppies.
I can order wreaths (from £10) or poppy posies (£8) and it would
be appreciated if certain organisations could purchase one.
Thank you for all your support.
Stay Safe
Heather Cass
Poppy Organiser

Offering the complete property improvement
package





Bespoke furniture & cabinet making
Painting & Decorating
Free quotes & small jobs welcome
General maintenance & gardening

Tel: 01905 670637

Web: www.rp-joinery.com
E-mail: rp-joinery@hotmail.com

A.E. Beaumont & Son

WINDOW CLEANING
Regular and Reliable 6 and 12 week cleans.
Contact Shaun
01885 788156
07950 481950
Sb.cleaningservices@live.co.uk
www.sbwindowcleaning.co.uk

Domestic Appliance Repairs
No call out charge

Agricultural Services
Suckley
Tel. 01886884550 Mob.07966287890
www.aebeaumontandson.co.uk

CHRIS WILDING
GENERAL BUILDER
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Including KITCHENS

Tel: 01886 830189
07976 621719
christopher.wilding@btinternet.com

Gerald Willis
All leading makes
Competitive rates
Fully guaranteed work

Mob: 07831 433892
Tel: 01684 561804

Tennis Coaching Services In Your Area!
 Fully Qualified and Insured LTA Level 4 Tennis Coach
 From complete beginner to advanced (all ages)
 Tennis Equipment available to purchase
 Own Court or Local Club

Contact us for more information:
07922 652622 / 01886 884102
connexusproducts@gmail.com

Jack’s Logs
Specialist in Aga–Rayburn appliances
Boiler replacements and full heating systems installed.
Gas, oil and LPG appliances serviced and we offer
new and reconditioned Aga and Rayburn cookers,
and can re-enamel and replace tired and worn-out parts.

Contact us on 01562 752659 or 07770 698073
najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com
www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk

Quality hardwood logs, cut to your requirements
Free local delivery, size of load to suit
Please call Jack: 07722 196983 or 01886 884294
Town & Country
STONEMASONS

Memorials in Marble, Slate,
Granite & Stone
Added inscriptions,
Renovation & Cleaning.

Home visits arranged. Personal service assured

01905 759191

mob: 07774 198968

Unit 86J Blackpole Trading Estate West
Hindlip Lane, Worcester WR3 8TJ

HEARTWOOD HEDGELAYING
AND COUNTRY SERVICES
Hedge laying
Woodland Coppicing and Maintenance
Estate and garden maintenance
Fully Insured
Tel:01886 884505/07532 069053
Email: trevoranthonysmith@gmail.com

Contact:

Pat Priest
07974 310222
01886 821109
24 hr Answering Machine
Established locally with over 40 years in the trade,
we can repair your Washing Machine, Tumble Dryer,
Dishwasher or any other domestic appliance.
Fixed labour costs on all repairs, all work guaranteed.

Mary Barnes Specialist
Physiotherapy
is available to help you with:





Sports injuries
Muscle and joint injuries
Back and neck problems
Headaches

Mary Barnes Physiotherapy MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Registered with the Health Professions Council
BUPA and AXAPPP registered
Call: 07583 865 321
Email: Info@marybarnesphysio.co.uk
Visit: www.marybarnesphysio.co.uk

Malvern College Sports Complex
Woodshears Road Malvern WR14 3EP

Bromyard Travel Services
Now In Our 11th Year!
Tailor-made, Bespoke and Package
Overseas Holidays, Flights and Cruises.

51a High Street, Bromyard.
Tel: 01885 488667
Email:jason@bromyardtravelservices.co.uk
Where In The World Do You Want To Go?

CURTAIN MAKER
SUE BRADFORD
An Experienced Seamstress
With a sense of humour
01886 833522/07812 837936
INDUSTRIAL *COMMERCIAL

*

DOMESTIC

R.F. JOHNSON
PAINTERS DECORATORS
FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES
TEL: 01886 833363
MOB: 07866 833061
Email: robinfjohnson1@gmail.com
2 Pigeon House Cottages, Dingle Road, Leigh
Worcs WR6 5JX

Alfrick with Lulsley
St Mary Magdalene, Alfrick
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is on
Monday, 5 October at 7.00pm in the church
Please remember that the church is only open on
Wednesdays and Sundays 10.00am to 6.00pm

Church Cleaning Rota
October

7
14
21
28

Mrs Morpuss & Mrs Sirrell
Mrs Fowler & Mrs Agnew
Mrs Hood & Mrs Skyrme
Mrs Davies & Mrs Fishwick

November

4
11
18
25

Mrs Mansell & Mrs Collins
Mrs Jeffery
Mrs Cooke
Mrs Crisp & Mrs Crumpton

Community Choir
With the shifting sands of COVID-19 rules and guidance, it's becoming
increasingly difficult to plan ahead when running a choir! At the time of
writing, it looks likely that we'll continue to meet using Zoom for the time
being, but simplify our online sessions, keeping to music where everyone sings
the same line at the same time. We also plan to make our sessions even more fun, and to include
more music education - for example helping our singers to learn to ‘sight-sing’, etc.
But don't take my word for it ... see the latest information here: www.alfrickcommunitychoir.com
Best wishes,
Keith Bramich (07771 600 776)
PS: Here’s something to amuse all Sphere readers sent from an Australian contact about Covid:
https://media.alfrickcommunitychoir.com/western-australia-symphony-sep-20.mp4
Enjoy!!

****************************************************************************

Bible Sunday – 25 October
Traditionally within the Church of England, Bible Sunday has been celebrated on the second Sunday of
Advent, but in recent years many churches have taken the lead from the Bible Society whose annual
celebration this year is on Sunday 25 October. The history of the Bible Society including a founder,
William Wilberforce, can found at: https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/about-us/our-history/
With Bible Sunday in mind, this should raise a smile: a grandmother showed her granddaughter the
special family Bible explaining that it was an old and beautiful King James Version. The girl had a few
questions, but Grandma was completely speechless when she asked, ‘So which virgin was the mother
of Jesus - the Virgin Mary or the King James virgin?’
Don’t be too early for Bible Sunday! NB: 25 October, the clocks go back one hour at 2.00am which
means you get an extra hour in bed before church! (9.00am CW in Alfrick Church)

Alfrick & Lulsley Community Car Scheme: This voluntary service covers all
residents of Alfrick & Lulsley who need transport to local medical appointments, or to take or collect
prescriptions to or from Knightwick Surgery.
Drivers are: Ro Morpuss: 832622; Hilary Simmons: 832611; Pam Lowe: 833362;
Please start telephoning from the left and give as much time as possible.
Our drivers reserve the right to refuse any request that they consider inappropriate.

The
WR6 The
5HJ

For more information on booking the
Village Hall please visit our website at:
www.alfrickandlulsley.org/hall-make-booking/
Please send your queries by email to
info@timesaversconcierge.co.uk
Or phone: Adrian Biggs on 01905 312456

Table Tennis in the Hall:
Takes place on Mondays (except first Mondays) and Wednesdays starting at 6.00pm,
£1.50 each per session. New players always welcome, please bring suitable foot-wear.
For information contact: Richard Steele 821777 or Sue Adams 830190

Worcestershire Oval Race Club (WORC):
The club will be back in operation as soon as possible during these difficult times.

Alfrick & Lulsley Village Hall - Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 14 October 2020 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall
All residents of Alfrick and Lulsley are invited to attend this meeting at which the hall management
committee will be elected for the next year. Residents over the age of 18 are eligible for election to
the committee and to vote. We hope as many people as possible will be able to attend this meeting.

Slowly Round the World – Again!
By the time you read this, there will have been two talks in Alfrick Village Hall so just
to confirm that if, because of the restricted numbers, there were some who came
but were unable to get in, we will re-run the talk again at a future date.

Alfrick Players: 84 Charing Cross Road
Alfrick Village Hall - Friday 6 and Saturday 7 November at 7.30pm
This dramatised version of the well known book by Helene Hanff is a moving story about
an exchange of letters over twenty years between an American writer and a London bookshop.
With current restrictions, numbers in the hall will be limited so look out for tickets which will be
available soon.

The Noble Spaniard by W. Somerset Maugham now rescheduled for May 2021

The Bosbury Films
A few years ago we showed three films of past shows staged by Bosbury Players, a group which
includes several local actors and singers. During the coming autumn, we plan to repeat this with two
or three more, including 'My Fair Lady' and 'Salad Days'. Dates to be confirmed in the next Sphere.
Alan Soper

****************************************************************************
Elaine Kite is the Citizens Advice Community Liaison Volunteer for Alfrick, contact 01886 884435
or email: elainekite@btinternet.com Elaine can discuss your enquiry, clarify your concerns and
refer on to CAB for specific advice. So do please get in touch.

Alfrick & Lulsley Community Shop: Apple Juice
As in previous years we'll be making bottles of apple juice from local apples for sale in the shop.
If you have any spare apples, cookers or eaters, we'd be grateful to receive them outside the shop
on Sunday 4 October between 9.00am and 12 noon. Thank you!
PS: They don't need to be perfect but should not be bruised or contain bugs.
Derek Bradley

Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop

This time of year sees an abundance of fruit and
vegetables from our gardens and hedgerows.
We’ve been most grateful for donations of
damsons, beans, courgettes, apples and much
more to offer for sale in the shop. This has
complemented our wonderful organic fruit and veg
from The Fold at Bransford as well as a wide range
of produce from other local suppliers and growers.
We love supporting local!
Our sad news is that we have had to say goodbye
to our Café manager, Claire Fennell, since the Café
has been forced to close for the foreseeable future
because of the Covid crisis and the difficulties of
operating safely in our space. Claire was with us
for about 18 months and many of you will have got
to know her over that time and, like us, will miss
her warm and friendly welcome, tasty breakfasts,
supper evenings and delicious cake. The shop
community of volunteers is most grateful for all she
did for the café, even helping us to gain a muchcoveted place in the Regional Finals of the Rural
Oscars for best shop/café enterprise (on hold for
this year due to Covid). We’re very sorry to see her
go and send our best wishes in whatever comes
next for her in these difficult times.
We all desperately want to see the café buzzing
again as the social hub at the heart of the village,

but there are many challenges. Rest assured, its
reopening is under constant review. In the
meantime, the kitchen is being used by some
enthusiastic and talented volunteers who are
baking cakes and making sandwiches and hot
drinks to sell as takeaways in the shop.
As a community, we recognise all too well that life
is not so fortunate for many people locally and
many more families are struggling to put food on
the table since this crisis began. We are therefore
very happy to continue our partnership with the
local Church and Worcester Food Bank, providing a
collection point at the shop for donations of food
and household essentials. (The food can be
purchased anywhere and placed in the basket
outside the shop during opening hours). Please
keep them coming! People have been very
generous throughout lockdown and since ...and the
need is expected to grow.
Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for special
promotions, new stock, fresh produce:
www.alfrickandlulsleycommunityshop
Wishing everyone a mellow October and hopefully
a few more Indian summer days!
Vicky Gatley, volunteer

WORCESTER FOODBANK NEEDS YOUR HELP TO HELP OTHERS
Coronavirus emergency list
(Non-perishable foods are welcome, including bars of chocolate)
Tinned potatoes
Smash
Sponge puddings
UHT 1 litre fruit juice
Cooking sauces for rice and pasta
Coffee (small jars)
1 litre UHT milk
Sandwich paste
Rice pudding, tinned custard
Cracker biscuits
Peanut butter
Tinned spaghetti, e.g., Hoops,
Fray Bentos meat pies etc
Jam
etc.
Tinned meat - ham, spam, corned beef, Tinned fruit - single fruit such as oranges, grapefruit etc
Extras: Tomato sauce, Brown sauce, Mayonnaise, Cooking oil
Shampoo, Deodorants, Washing Powder (small), Toilet Rolls, Shower gel/soap for men, Anti-bac Spray,
Shaving foam and razors, Nappies sizes 5 and 6.
Please place your food donations, wherever they have been purchased, into the basket outside
Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop from where they will regularly be taken to the Foodbank.
Rev Anne Potter revannepotter@gmail.com

After an absence of five months, the WI met in Suckley Village Hall for their September
meeting. After a welcome from the President, our Secretary, Rosemary, quickly ran
through the business which was minimal – most being out of date due to the lockdown.
The President was asked to write to National on behalf of members, abhorring the fact
that Denman College is being sold.
Members spent a happy half hour catching up on news with each other before settling to the
evening’s programme “Travellers’ Tales”. Members were invited to relate holiday stories, and what
an interesting assortment they were! We heard everything from Father Christmas arriving by camel
in Egypt to a soggy camping holiday trying to put a tent up in the pouring rain when you didn’t know
which bit went where. One member had visited Texas and had been taken to a Funeral Museum
which she found very interesting, especially the coffin shaped like a cow. Two members related
experiences on African holidays – one having a leopard walking under their Land Rover giving
everyone a fright and the other out hunting in the Kalahari Desert with the San Bushmen. It was a
most entertaining evening.
The October meeting should again be held in Suckley Village Hall but, at the time of writing, new
Government measures have just been put in place and members will be notified if and when we can
proceed with any further meetings.
Carol Boughton

***************************************************************************

From the Alfrick & Lulsley Parish Council Meeting 24 September by Zoom
Formal Co-option:
To fill the vacancy on the council caused by the resignation of Ms B Brown, the council heard brief
presentations from two candidates and – the applicants having left the meeting – the council
discussed whom to co-opt. The general view was that both candidates offered interesting and useful
contributions and there was a substantial discussion before the Chair called for a vote following
which Mr G Messervy-Whiting was confirmed as the successful candidate.
Planning and Environmental Matters:
 It was agreed to support the application at Hop Pickers Cottage, Lulsley, for the construction of a
double garage and stables with storage.
 There was concern about an application for an all weather riding ménage at Clay Green Farm as it
seems to relate to a built structure which does not have planning permission. Furthermore the
access to the site will be via the road through the proposed development at Clay Green Farm, and it
is doubtful this would be adequate. Also there is no reference in the application to effluent run off
and no ecological information has been provided.
New Public Facilities
The Parish Council is planning the following developments:
 Alter the current tennis court to become a Multi Use Games Area, (MUGA), with marked courts
for Tennis, Five aside football and Basketball. It will be run by a new group for use by villagers
(subject to a membership fee) and also could be booked by outside groups subject to rent.
 A Toddlers’ Play Area to be built on the playing field alongside the existing picnic tables.
 A footpath to be laid around the perimeter of the playing field to encourage all of us to take
exercise. The idea of the footpath is that for the less able and younger ones there would be a place
where they could walk that is flat and surfaced, and which can be used all year.
 Outdoor exercise equipment to encourage all to get fitter. This will be once we have conducted a
fundraising effort.
We shall be circulating details to all residents as this is the best way to let everyone know what is
happening in this time of restrictions due to the pandemic.
The date of the next meeting is Thursday 22 October 2020 at 19:30hrs via Zoom

Shoe Boxes 2020
There are not many things we can do at this present time, but you can make up a shoebox for a
family or the elderly. Leaflets will be in the churches.
Helen Cook 01886 821784

A History of Harvests, etc.
The month of October starts with Harvest and
ends with Halloween (All Hallows’ Eve) – the start
of two days of celebrating the lives of those who
have gone before us – All Saints’ Day and All Souls’
Day.
Harvest Festival is often celebrated in the Church
on the first Sunday of October. The festival, as it is
known today, is attributed to Rev Robert Hawker
who, in 1843, invited parishioners to a special
thanksgiving service in Morwenstow, Cornwall.
In reality, of course, harvest celebrations date back
about 3,500 years to Old Testament days when
God gave Moses instructions for seven annual
feasts (Leviticus 23). These included three
harvests: First fruits in spring for the barley
harvest; Weeks in early summer for the wheat
harvest; and Tabernacles, or the ingathering, in the
autumn when thanks were given for all the year’s
crops and prayers offered for the coming year.

In Rev Hawker’s days most of the
UK population relied totally on
growing their food locally and a
good harvest was vital for their
wellbeing throughout the coming
year. It is easy to see how his idea for a great
festival rapidly established itself as a tradition.
Today, few people in the UK rely on their own
home-grown food or source it entirely from within
their communities, so the underlying nature of
Harvest Festival has changed significantly.

Not so long ago, locally grown food was taken to
church at Harvest Festival, thanks given to God,
and then the food was distributed to the needy in
the parish. But times have changed. Nowadays,
some people still take home grown food to church,
but after the service, the donations are often
forwarded to a food bank. Usually, in Alfrick there
is the traditional Harvest Supper and Auction,
cancelled this year because of Covid-19
As well as wheat and barley, the other main crops
precautions. So in 2020 we shall miss the hearty
were grapes, figs, dates, olives, and pomegranates. homemade casserole followed by tasty apple or
These seven foods are sometimes called the Seven
fruit pies accompanied by a glass of wine (or two).
Species of the Bible. They are those God told the
The auction would regularly raise over £300 and
Israelites they would enjoy when they arrived in
be followed by lusty singing of two traditional
the Promised Land. (Deuteronomy 8:8)
harvest hymns. Those were the days; let’s hope
and pray they return in 2021!
David Fowler, with input from the Association of Church Editors

***************************************************************************

From Garth Lowe: the word UP explained
An amazing two letter English word.
A reminder that one, two-letter word in the English language that can be a noun, verb, adjective, adverb
and preposition: UP
It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we awaken in the
morning, why do we wake UP?
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we speak UP, and why are the officers UP for election
and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report? We call UP our friends, brighten UP a room, polish
UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen. We lock UP the house and fix UP the old
car.
At other times, this little word has a special meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP
an appetite, and think UP excuses.
To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.
And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP.
We open UP a shop in the morning, but we close it UP at night. We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP!
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look UP the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized
dictionary, it takes UP almost a quarter of the page and can add UP to about thirty definitions.
If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of your
time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more.
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun comes out, we say it is clearing UP.
When it rains, the earth soaks it UP. When it does not rain for awhile, things dry UP. One could go on and
on, but I'll wrap it UP for now ….my time is UP!
Did that crack you UP? Now it's UP to you, don't screw UP and I'll shut UP!

Steve Clements
Upholstery

Chiropody
Foot Healthcare
in the comfort of your own home
Barbara Wall WMSch. MChS.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Holistic Therapies:
Re-upholstery, loose covers, repairs etc
Replace old seat and back cushions in
feather, fabric or foam
Wide choice of fabric and leathers

Clinical Hypnotherapy,
Yoga 1-2-1 & small groups,
Thai Yoga Massage
(Treatments & Tuition)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information:
BARBARA WALL

Free Estimates, all work guaranteed.

07990 501498 or 01886 884181
e-mail: paadena29.@gmail.com
www.paadena.co.uk

01886 833813

Ian Ross
DRIVING INSTRUCTION






DVSA Approved Driving Instructor
Friendly, Flexible & Reliable
Structured Individual Training
Safe Environment – Dual Control

L

01886 833257 / 07792 218774
www.ianrossdriving.co.uk

Ella Baylis Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Service
Qualified in Animal Care, Insured, DBS checked
Based in Leigh and covering all surrounding villages
within a five mile radius.
Contact: 07963 313835;
ellabellabaylis@hotmail.co.uk or
facebook.com/ellabaylisdogwalker/
to discuss your requirements.
References available on request
Caring for your canine companions and other small
pets with a personal, friendly, dedicated approach.

Steve Hiles & Son
Chimney Engineers

Web: www.rms-s.co.uk
agriculture • landscaping • equestrian

HETAS registered installer
Sweeping and flue lining
Established 1993
Fully insured
Tel 01684 569971

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS

Huson Bruce Architects
Providing professional architectural design services to
suit your needs

Contact us for a ‘no obligation’ consultation

Fully trained & insured operators
Latest Equipment

0780 9460 567

Minimum drying times

01905 453 268

We move furniture

jen@husonbruce.com

Customer satisfaction guarantee

www.husonbruce.com

Oriental rug specialists
Stainshield treatment
Deodorizer treatment
Quotations on request
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists

Highfields, Knightwick,

A local independent Funeral Director
offering a personal 24 hour service

Worcestershire, WR6 5QG

Private Chapel of Rest - Pre Paid Funeral Plans

01886 821554

07971 603007

WATCH THIS SPACE
PENDING
NORMAL SERVICE

01885 489900

50 High Street, Bromyard, HR7 4AE

D & G Drainage
All aspects of drainage installations and repairs
Drain cleaning and unblocking
Blocked drains toilets sinks baths showers
CCTV Camera Inspection
Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation!
Tel: 01684 561338 or Mobile: 07875 394571
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
www.fixmydrains.co.uk

Seabright & Co
Professional Decorating

Domestic and Commercial

Painting and Decorating
▪ Interior & Exterior
▪ Wall coverings
▪ Renovation & new work
▪ Fully Qualified &
Insured
▪ Paint and design advice
Tel: 07711 993590
Tel: 01885 485973
Email: matthewseabright@hotmail.com
16 Enderby House, Linton, Bromyard
Herefordshire.HR7 4QJ

Bear and Ragged Staff
LIMITED OPENING HOURS
Freshly cooked food (locally sourced where possible)

Real ales
Large garden
Dog-friendly bar and garden
Good disabled access
Weddings and parties a speciality
Funeral refreshments
Sunday Lunch with a choice of 2 roasts
5* Food hygiene certificate
Trip Adviser Certificate of Excellence
BRING YOUR SPHERE AND RECEIVE
10% “LOCALS” DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FOOD**
**excludes fixed price lunch menu
and specially quoted menus

Station Road, Bransford, WR6 5JH
Tel: (01886) 833399
www.bearatbransford.co.uk
www.facebook.com/bearandragged

ST EDBURGA, LEIGH
The Churches were allowed to open for private prayer
in June and St Edburga is now open between 10 am and 6 pm
on Sundays and Wednesdays.
The clergy Rev Anne Potter (Team Vicar) 01886 832355
and Rev Jen Denniston 01886 853280 are available at the end of
a telephone line so please feel free to contact them.
If you have an administration query please contact:
Alison Khan on 07984 748059 or leighrectory@outlook.com
******************************************************************************

St. Edburga, Leigh Events
CREAM TEAS
Leigh Churchyard Sundays 3-5 p.m.
St Edburga Sunday Cream Teas have been really well attended this year - out in the open and
socially distanced - the weather was favourable throughout. On our final Sunday, 6 September,
we also had a few stalls to keep within COVID-19 safety measures and again well attended.
It was sad that we couldn't use table cloths and china, but paper cups and plates, wooden knives
and spoons, didn't spoil the taste of those lovely cream teas.
So thank you to all our helpers and bakers and to all our most generous visitors.

******************************************************************************

Saint Edburga (Eadburgh of Winchester)
Edburga was a Saxon princess, grand-daughter of Alfred the Great, and daughter of
Edward the Elder (who was King of Wessex from 900 – 924 A.D.) and his third wife, Eadgifu.
She was educated at the Abbey of St. Mary at Winchester (Nunnaminster) which was founded
by her father. She remained there as a Nun, renowned for her humility and gentleness, and
after she died aged 40 years, a religious cult became established celebrating her sanctity, at the
Abbeys of Winchester and Wessex. When Pershore Abbey was refounded in 972 A.D. Saint
Edburga’s relics were obtained from Winchester and a chapel was dedicated in her name by the
Benedictine monks at Pershore Abbey. The Manor of Leigh was at that time under the
authority of the Abbots of Pershore so the Parish Church was also dedicated to St Edburga. Her
Feast Day is June 15th.
The Leigh & Bransford Annual Parochial Church Meeting is on Thursday 8 October at 7.00pm
in St Edburga’s.

Covid 19 has changed scouting – a bit
We have only been meeting for a few weeks now, but there are noticeable
changes to the way we interact with each other. Gone are the two or three
girls rushing in, hugging and then going to a corner to whisper and laugh
about something that happened at school. No longer do several boys tackle each other to gain
possession of a football and fall to the floor laughing. Instead the scouts patiently and quietly
wait to register and have their temperature taken; they then walk down to the field, sanitise
their hands and then sit on seats spaced two metres apart. We have flag break, spaced two
metres apart, we remind everyone about distances and cleanliness and we are forever watching
to make sure everyone is safe – BUT…
We still have fun, the scouts light individual fires while calling advice to each other and
laughing when someone fails on the first attempt. We play games that require distance and
communication; we have started badge work, adapting requirements to suit team work when
the team work is at a distance. One of the scouts, Jack Sandy, has even completed his Chief
Scouts Award (the highest award for a scout) during lockdown.
We have even had an overnight camp! – Socially distanced with the scouts sleeping in
individual tents/bivi’s, a 32 page risk assessment and do-it-yourself meals, but a camp none the
less – I have been camping as a cub/scout/venture/leader for 44 years now and I couldn’t miss
a year just because of a pandemic!!!!
This September we should have been celebrating 50 years as a scout group with a party
and group activities. Covid 19 has stopped that for the minute, but we can still remember past
highlights, leaders and scouts no longer with us, and all of the camps and activities we have
attended and enjoyed. Please go to our website www.1stleigh.org.uk to see many pictures and
messages from the past 50 years. If you have anything to add please send it to me at:
mcooper4@qinetiq.com
It’s strange and different and hard, but rewarding work to put scout sessions on at the
moment, but the leaders decided that it is the right thing to do. I miss the closeness of training
small groups or 1-2-1 training but that time will return – we just don’t know when.
What I do know is 1st Leigh scouts are back in business!!

Matt

***************************************************************************

1st Leigh Guides
We at 1st Leigh Guides have had the most wonderful August. Because
of where we meet we were allowed to have proper meetings. We
obviously observed social distancing and had hand sanitising stations
all over the place. As we had to remain outside we have been grateful
that the weather has been in our favour.
Being back has been wonderful, but did mean we had to plan activities that mean the
Guides and leaders stay at least two metres apart.
We have been roasting marshmallows on fires made in baked bean tins, learning
semaphore and Morse code to send messages to each other.
With the nights drawing in we have no idea how long we will be able physically to
meet for, but at least we know we always have Zoom.
Here's to another healthy month and getting back to normal even more.
Valda, Wendy, Charley, puffin and panda

From The Trustees of the Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall
TWO STEPS FORWARD BUT ONE STEP BACK So, just when we were beginning to think it might be
safe to ‘get back in the water’, we find those Covid-19 sharks are starting to circle again menacingly.
As the daily infection rate started to rise again in early September prompting fears of a ‘second wave’,
the government introduced the so-called, legally enforceable, ‘Rule of 6’ in the attempt to halt the
spread of the virus – short of imposing a return to the full lockdown.
HOW THE RULE OF 6 MAY AFFECT FUTURE HIRES AT THE HALL The trustees decided to reopen the
Hall for hires in August – after first making sure that the building was ‘Covid-secure’ and by following
all the latest (and updated) guidelines. By introducing additional Covid-19 Terms and Conditions of
Hire we were able to welcome and host a few new groups and events over the last couple of months –
but the new Rule of 6 now introduces further restrictions on the hire of your Hall. Put simply, from
the 14 September the number of people who don’t live together, but may wish to meet and socialise
in groups, is limited to 6 – as long as appropriate social distancing is maintained. There are, however,
a few exceptions that may allow community venues like your Hall to continue to accept hires for
groups up to 30 people.
Until further notice you may apply to hire the hall if your group event is: for work, and voluntary or
charitable services, for education, training, registered childcare, or providers offering before or afterschool clubs for children, to organise and/or participate in children’s playgroups, for wedding and civil
partnership ceremonies and receptions, or for other religious life-cycle ceremonies, funerals/wakes,
organised indoor and outdoor sports, physical activity and exercise classes or youth groups or
activities.
But please remember that for any event included in the above list, the total number of attendees
(including the hirer(s) and any children) may not exceed 30 people.
Sadly, for the time being, it will no longer be possible to hire the hall for other family (or non-family)
gatherings such as a child’s birthday party, family anniversary, recreational or community clubs,
groups or organisations (other than for educational, training, sports, fitness or exercise classes) unless,
of course, no more than 6 people attend. However, if you are considering hiring the hall for a future
event for up to 30 people, but unsure whether it complies with one or more of the above list of
exceptions, please contact us at leighandbransfordhall@hotmail.co.uk where we’ll be happy to help
and advise.
Finally, I want to thank our Hall trustees who continue to work hard on your behalf during these
difficult times to keep the Hall and its grounds well maintained, safe, viable and Covid-secure. We
look forward to the time when we can welcome all of you back once more to share more widely our
valuable community resource.
Jon Gamble, Chair of Trustees

Leigh & Bransford Parish Council
Leigh & Bransford Coronavirus Helpline
As we move into the autumn a second wave of coronavirus is unfortunately starting to
look increasingly likely, with cases rising and local lockdowns already ordered in some parts
of the country. The first wave drew a fantastic response from local people who volunteered to
help friends and neighbours cope with the impact of isolation, including helping with
shopping, collecting prescriptions or simply checking in with people and being a friendly
voice on the phone. We all hope a second wave can be avoided, but if restrictions are once
again put in place, we will be operating the coronavirus helpline again. Details of how to
request assistance or volunteer to help will be on the noticeboards and website, or you can call
the parish response co-ordinator John Sharp on 01886 833844 or at
chair@leighandbransford.org.uk
Bransford Play Area
Plans to refurbish Bransford Play area with exciting new equipment made possible by
funding from Malvern Hills District Council are moving ahead and on track to start in midOctober. In the meantime, thank you to everyone for following the coronavirus guidelines and
helping to keep this play space open and safe.
Highways
Speeding on the A4103 in Bransford continues to be a problem and the parish council
are in discussions with the police and Worcestershire County Council to see what can be done
to reduce this. We are also continuing to follow up on the pavement parking problem in Leigh
Sinton and would again urge drivers to ensure sufficient space is left for pedestrians to pass
safely on the footway, particularly now as the darker evenings draw in.
Dog Fouling
Thank you to those who have told us about locations where dog fouling is a problem.
We still have signs available, so if you know of any locations that would benefit from a ‘No
Fouling’ sign, please do let us know.
Rectory Wood
Thank you to those who have offered to help plant the 2,000 wildflower bulbs we have
for Rectory Wood. We are still looking for more volunteers though, so please contact
chairman John Sharp on 01684 833844 if you would like to get involved.
In accordance with current guidance meetings will continue to be held virtually for the
time being. Residents are always welcome to join us, so please get in touch for details of how
to participate. The next virtual meeting (subject to change – please see noticeboards and
website for arrangements) is scheduled 24th November at 7.00pm.
****************************************************************************
LEIGH & DISTRICT GARDENERS' CLUB
Hello to you all, I hope this entry finds you all in good spirits despite
the continuing situation. It was good to see all those who were able to attend
the club's successful plant sale in September and many thanks to those
members who were able to provide plants and cakes for all to purchase and
enjoy. It was good to grab a socially, distanced gathering amidst these
difficult times, to be able to talk to people in real life to share knowledge and
discuss growing successes and failures.
We are investigating the possibilities of arranging a Zoom talk with one or more of the
speakers we had hoped to have had during this season. Members will be emailed with
information regarding this possibility so please make sure your email addresses are current.
Marian Kent 01886 832537

The History of the Organs of St Edburga, Leigh
The earliest record of a substantial organ in
St Edburga Leigh is of a three manual organ
built by Nicholson of Worcester sometime
before1889. Before this the singing could
have been led by a barrel organ or by a
group of instrumentalists. The organ was
situated immediately opposite the present
organ in the area from which the choir sang.
It was a substantial organ, very similar to
the organ in Christ Church in Malvern, built
at very nearly the same time, and the organ
at St. Peter’s Cowleigh, built in 1868. This
organ gave good service until the late 1960s
when an infestation of wood boring beetle
and dry rot discovered in the roof timbers
was found to have spread into the
woodwork of the organ immediately
underneath. This meant the organ had to be
removed to clear the infection in the roof;
such was the damage to the woodwork of
the organ that the cost of repair, together
with the cost of repairing the roof, was more
than the church could afford.
Nicholsons made it known that there was an
organ available which might offer a possible
solution. At the time the company was
working on the organ at Edmundsbury
Cathedral, Suffolk, during which time they
had installed a makeshift organ. This organ
had been removed from Quinton Methodist
Church, College Road, South Birmingham,
which closed in 1968 and demolished soon
after closure. Being a large building it had
required a loud organ, Nicholsons seem to
have fitted this organ straight into St
Edmundsbury Cathedral, considering its

volume adequate. A quotation from
Anglican Daily Times, 4 October 1967:
“Although it only has 11 stops, the organ
has no difficulty filling the cathedral with a
rich sound.” The organ was moved to St
Edburga, Leigh and installed in 1973 at a
cost of £2,450.00. In order to fit this into St
Edburga, Nicholson fitted electric action so
the organ could be placed where the present
organ is situated and away from the repaired
roof. The fitting of electric action meant
that the console could be placed in a
position which allowed the organist to
follow the services better. Anecdotal
evidence suggests the organ was rather loud,
(it did come from a large Cathedral!) and
somewhat monotonous, (it had few stops,
mostly loud). This organ gave reliable
service, but was apparently criticised for
being too loud. With smaller congregations,
it was difficult to play at a suitable volume
and for quieter moments during any service
only two stops were really suitable, the
swell viola and the great stopped diapason.
A suggestion was made that perhaps it
would be possible to find and install a more
suitable organ. The “available” organ was
stored in the Bishop’s Palace at Hartlebury.
It had been removed from St Nicholas
Church in Worcester when that Church was
made redundant in 1989. It was said to
contain two stops by Samuel Green, a well
known organ builder in his day. His organs
are considered to be well worth preserving
now. It sounded mild and pleasant
compared with the previous organ.
The story continues.

Brian Willis

E.J. HINES & SON
COAL MERCHANTS
IN THE HINES FAMILY FOR
3 GENERATIONS

INDIAN OCTOBER MARKET

Personal Services
Prompt Deliveries
All types of fuel supplied to your area
Household & trade enquiries welcome

PHONE & ASK FOR JOHN HINES
HENWICK STATION, ST JOHNS,
WORCESTER
TEL: 01905 421975
MOB: 07973 662160
Email: ej.hines.coal@gmail.com

Sunday 4th October, 10am-2pm
Entry £2, free for under 12s
Live music and dance performances,
educational talks, children’s
activities, local food, drink crafts and
more. Pre-book your ticket and
arrival time at:
https://www.thefold.org.uk/event/in
dian-october-market/
www.TheFold.org.uk

RED KITE
Pest Control

Accredited installer

For all your local Pest Control requirements
{BPCA and NPTA Qualified}
ALSO

TAXIDERMY
I’m interested in purchasing unwanted pieces of taxidermy
(for private collection)

Telephone Andy Staples on:
01886 832730 / 07977 044987

Hunaban Heating Ltd
01886 880260 07771 998238
Oil/Gas Boilers serviced repaired and replaced.
AGA & Rayburn Cookers serviced.
Central Heating Systems installed & upgraded.
Solar Hot Water Systems install

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley WR13 5HZ

JRM
Pipework & Fencing Supplies Bromyard
We supply a large range of Creo and Tanalised
Fencing stakes, Tornado Wire, Richie Gates
and Water Troughs
We also supply Blue water pipe, Philmac water fittings,
Bass Ball valves, Guttering
and Underground pipe

Andrew’s Garden Services
Landscaping and Garden Maintenance
 driveways
 fencing

Call: 07943 470818
Email: jrmpipework.fencing@gmail.com

 patios

Bedwardine Funeral Services

 Stone walling, etc.

A professional and sympathetic 24-hour service to the
community with individual arrangements of highest possible
standards and care at competitive prices by established
family-owned independent Funeral Directors.

Complete &

Courteous Service. Private Chapel of Rest. Personal Attention
and Home Arrangements.
Horse-drawn Hearse.

Daimler Fleet or Yesteryear

Monumental Masons.

Woodland

Burials. Floral Arrangements.

Credit facilities & pre-payment plans.

01905 748811

30 Bromyard Road, Worcester

 slabbing

Call for a free quote
07999 711604 or 01886 821658
andrewgardenservices@gmail.com
www.gardenservicesmalvern.co.uk
Bank House, Broadwas, WR6 5NE

N

The
elson Inn

Free House
Traditional Ales

www.theburtonprintworks.co.uk

Pop – Up - Pub
Limited opening
hours please keep in
touch
Longley Green, Suckley, Worcester,
WR6 5EF
Telephone: 01886 884530

TREE SURGEON / LOGS FOR
SALE
AP DRAPER trading as ANKERTREE
CARE

Over 30 years experience in tree
felling/surgery, hedge laying and
woodland maintenance
GOOD SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE

01886 830166

KEVIN ROBERTS
Domestic Plumbing
Bathrooms & Central Heating
Taps and Washers
Oil Boiler Services
OFTEC & Unvented Registered
24 hour service
Tel: 01886 880384 or Mob: 07976879719

01886 833432
07730 533446
info@wyvernmanandvan.co.uk

Services/Removals
Local and long distance Man and Van
Service based in Leigh, Worcestershire,
offering low cost transport of personal or
business goods
Same hourly charge 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week

We also offer safe, secure
container storage for all your
household items

WOODMAN JOINERY
Quality Purpose-made Joinery
Hardwood & softwood Windows.
Sash Windows, Doors & Stairs, Conservatories,
Replacement Sealed Units.

Hopkiln Barn, Castle Green Farm,
Leigh Sinton, WR13 5DA
Tel/fax:- 01886 833527

Studio 7, The Fold, Bransford WR6 5JB

sewing tuition for all abilities
bespoke commissions
For more info contact Catherine 07854 486869
www.the-sewing-room-malvern.co.uk

St John the Baptist Church
Suckley Church Flower Arranging Rota
October: Ellen Gwynn
Please remember the church is only open for
private prayer in October on Saturdays
10.00am to 5.00pm
The Suckley Annual Parochial Church Meeting is on Wednesday 14 October at 7.00pm in the church.
Suckley Church has been open (virtually) for the 2020 Heritage Open Days. If you missed it, don’t
worry - the story of Suckley Church, as told by the lives of those who worked or worshipped here can
be read by clicking on the link below. Discover the hidden treasures that make up the Church. Explore
at your leisure the fascinating story through the ages; its people - how they lived, died and worshipped
in this scattered community. If only the 12th century font could talk!
https://media.acny.uk/media/news/post/2020/09/Discover_the_hidden_treasures_of_Suckley_Church.final_small.pdf

Throughout wars, disease and pandemics Suckley lives have been challenged, and our church has
provided a place of peace that serves to remind us that through it all, God never changes.

Suckley Good Neighbour Scheme says,
“Keep alert” and “Be a Good Bush Telegraph”!

01886 840480

We’re here to help on 01886 840480 and suckleygns@gmail.com on Monday to
Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm. We are grateful to the many Suckley folk who have
joined the volunteers. Do phone 01886 840480 if you need help or if you would like
to offer help.
These days we don’t bump into each other like we used to which makes it harder to
know when someone nearby needs help.
The good news is that most people are happy to help out when they can see the problem and have
the where-with-all to tackle it. What we don’t have is the old bush telegraph which rapidly connected
the problem to the solution. That’s what Suckley Good Neighbour Scheme is all about. There’s
probably someone living near you who is a GNS volunteer.
It is thanks to the Suckley volunteers that in the first wave of the pandemic several people were
helped and housebound residents had their Suckley PO shopping brought regularly to their door.
Julian and Mark continue to have lots of fresh fruit and veg as well as their usual stock, and if a second
wave affects us again keep your eyes and ears open to know how Suckley PO ordering line will work.
Suckley Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS) is available to Suckley residents, and our volunteers will try to
help if someone is in need of assistance. In these present challenging times, it could be that someone
would appreciate a phone call, maybe for advice, or even just a friendly chat on the phone. Several
volunteers have been trained by South Worcestershire Citizens Advice, and all our regular volunteers
have been screened by the Disclosure and Barring Service.
So please “Keep alert” to spot those who might need a bit of help or benefit from a friendly telephone
call and “Be a good Bush Telegraph” - if you can sort things out yourself that’s great, if not - then
please suggest they contact the Good Neighbour Scheme which is here to help.
Remember the phone number is: 01886 840480 and suckleygns@gmail.com

Suckley Community Car Scheme
This voluntary service covers all residents of Suckley who need transport to local medical
appointments, or to take or collect prescriptions to or from Knightwick Surgery. Drivers are:
Rosemary Harward: 832289; Jill Hammonds: 884221; Caroline Mitchell: 884070
Please start phoning from the left and give as much time as possible.
Our drivers reserve the right to refuse any request that they think to be inappropriate.

Suckley Village Hall News
We have, in the last few weeks, welcomed back the Art
Group – a little space in the week of peace for those of us
with busy lives. Just doing what we enjoy without the
distractions of dogs, mobiles and dare I say, husbands!!
Also, for three weeks now, the Keep Fit Group has been
successfully running, helping us more aged souls to unravel
the knots and stiffness which has occurred during lockdown.
Alfrick WI held its September meeting in our Hall - the first
meeting since March (for report please see the Alfrick
section).
However, new, more stringent measures have just been announced by the Government and we are
informed that under the new guidelines for Village Halls, we can continue with our Art Group as we
are small enough and we shall also be able to continue with Keep Fit as exercise classes are exempt.

Carol Boughton
****************************************************************************

News from Suckley Parish Council Meeting held 14 September by Zoom
COUNTY COUNCILLOR - Co Cllr Paul Tuthill reported
to the meeting: Covid numbers had increased in the
county, but Worcestershire had a much lower rate
of cases than many other parts of the country; Fire
Service performance was ahead of expectations.
The new cycling and walking bridge was now in
place across Hams Way, but approach routes
remained to be completed. The A4440 causeway
had yet to be completed and was behind schedule.
As a result of February’s flooding around Powick,
proposals were in hand to raise approach roads to
the bypass roundabout.

Both Crews Hill and Longley Green schemes were
stymied due to failures by Openreach to provide
accurate, timely quotations and – out of the blue –
a requirement for organisers to create legal entities
with which Openreach would enter into contract.
Cllr Whatley had consulted with the Hanley Castle
Scheme’s leaders and established that the contract
type accepted by Openreach added no value or
protection to them, but would impose a cost on the
community. He intended to liaise with interested
residents and Alfrick PC regarding their scheme in
Lulsley.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - Dist Cllr Sarah Rouse
reported to the meeting. She noted that in the
midst of the pandemic, Central Government had
tabled proposals to re-organise County and District
Councils, and changes to planning law that would
impose greatly increased house building figures on
all Councils nationwide. Within MHDC’s area, Covid
cases remained low. MHDC continued to support
neighbour schemes and would be focussing on
rebuilding communities and helping those affected
by the end of the furlough scheme.

PLAYING FIELD - Cllr P Whatley reported that the
Playing Fields were now secure, although the play
area was still being used (despite signs stating it
was closed and it still is). The All Weather pitch
was being used regularly and an enquiry had been
made from Bromyard re using the football area
when it becomes available. Cllr C Luton reported
(via the Clerk) that she had put up new Covid signs
(these have now disappeared). The steel door grid
would be arriving this week and hopefully would be
fitted soon after.

VAS SPEEDING STATS - VAS stats for May – July
2020 revealed that 42.9% of journeys in the Parish
during this time were above the speed limit, with
one speed in the evening of 29 June being recorded
at Bruff Bank at over 70 mph!

DIANA TAYLOR
Clerk to Suckley Parish Council

COMMUNITY – Superfast Broadband – Cllr P
Whatley reported that Worcs Co Council had
introduced an enhanced voucher scheme from 12
September, intended to reduce the costs of
schemes to householders and businesses.

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday
9 November at 7.15 pm. It will most likely be a virtual Zoom
Meeting. There is always time at the beginning of the
meeting for parishioners to make a short address to the
Councillors for discussion in the meeting.

9, Lambourne Avenue, Malvern, WR14 1NL
Tel: 01684 569430
email: dtaylorsuckleyclerk@gmail.com

Puns for Educated minds:
 In a democracy it’s your vote that counts. In feudalism it’s your count that votes
 If you jumped off a bridge in Paris, you’d be in Seine

Suckley School
My name is Helen Field and I have
recently taken up the Headship at
Suckley School. Previously I was
Head of School at Lord Scudamore
Academy in Hereford. I have also
had the joy of working in a small,
rural school in Herefordshire called
Kings Caple Academy.
Currently, I live in Malvern with my
husband, two children, a cheeky cat called Peggy and two stick insects called Buddy and Woody! As a
family we enjoy spending lots of time outdoors - playing sport, walking on the Malvern Hills and
visiting new places of interest.
During my time at secondary school which was in Malvern, I spent many enjoyable times in the Alfrick
and Suckley area. I had the pleasure of riding friends’ horses around the beautiful countryside. We
would set off on a hack with a picnic early in the morning and often not return until the sun was
setting.
I am very excited to be given the opportunity to lead Suckley School in its next chapter. When I
visited the school, I was met with a highly-skilled and committed team, a supportive governing body
and pupils who were motivated and engaged. It was simply lovely.
I strongly believe that school is
an opportunity for children to
discover and unlock hidden
talents in a safe, creative,
nurturing and meaningful
environment. Every child has
the ability to succeed and do
amazing things if a school
provides the right
opportunities.
As Head Teacher of Suckley
School I will strive to create the
best education to suit the
needs of the children whilst
they are members of our school
family. I am looking forward to
finding out more about Suckley
School and the whole
community surrounding it.
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the whole
community who have already
made me feel very welcome
and settled.
Thank you.
Helen Field

COVID Corner
Look after Grandma and Grandad
I write this the day two related pieces of news
were published, one that everyone knows about,
the other that may have gone under the radar,
but the two are very closely related, and indeed
the findings in the second piece of news are
largely the reason for the first.
The first news is that it is now illegal to socialise
in groups of more than six, “The Rule of Six”. So,
if you are a family if 5 you can only socialise with
one grandparent at a time. Seemingly illogical,
but of course the thinking is the KISS principle
“Keep it Simple……”; simple rules are more likely
to be followed. This principle worked last time,
when we were asked to “Stay at home, Protect
the NHS, Save lives”. Of course, there are going
to be ridiculous anomalies which will be widely
publicised, but it seems that across the whole
population we need simple rules if they are
going to work.
Back to the second piece of news. This is the
paper from Sir David Spiegelhalter’s group in
Cambridge about the risk of dying from Covid19 as we get older.
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3259
The most important point that shouts out from
this paper is that there is an absolutely steady
increase in death from Covid 19 as we get older,
and the frightening thing is that the rate of
death from Covid-19 doubles every 5 to 6 years
of age from youth upwards.

Because the elderly simply
must not catch this virus it is
important to reduce the risk
of transmission from young to
old. When I was at work, every year I found that
there was a rise in respiratory infections in the
elderly and vulnerable just after Christmas
following social gatherings indoors with children
and grandchildren.
Two months ago I wrote about the importance
of staying two metres apart “Space”; last month
about the importance of wearing masks “Face”
when mixing with anyone outside our household
group. Those things are important. The
problem is that when socialising indoors neither
“Space” nor “Face” rules are followed, and thus
this new “Rule of Six” to reduce the spread of
Covid-19.
However, do not rely on face shields (which are
being widely advertised and we are beginning to
see so many people wear) to protect others.
They were designed to be used in conjunction
with masks to protect the eyes and face of the
wearer from particles, not to be used on their
own. The image below shows that expired air
can spread to others even when wearing a face
shield.
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/5.0022968

What does this mean in numbers? Well
compared to someone aged 15 to 24, the risk of
dying from Covid 19 is 262 times higher age 65
to 74, 976 times higher age 75 to 84, 2,353 times
higher age 85 to 90, and 4,322 times higher over
the age of 90. This is why it is so important to
reduce the spread of this disease among the
young in the first place, and the subsequent
transmission from young to old. Evidence clearly
shows the progression of Covid-19 with the
initial rise in the young, and then spreading to
increasingly older age groups.
So do look after Grandma and Grandad (and others) with a simple rule: HANDS……FACE……SPACE.
Richard Lewis

Time for a Smile
While repairing a picture frame, a lady had to replace some chipped gold leaf. She asked at the
hardware shop, “Do you have any gilt?” The shopkeeper replied. “Sometimes it’s overwhelming,”

Faye’s Sewing Services
All sewing alterations for Ladies and Gentlemen.
Soft furnishings made to measure,
curtains, bed linen, cushions, etc.
Any job worth £20 or more I will collect
and return if within 10 miles of Leigh.
No job is too big or too small.
28, Orchard Way, Leigh, WR6 5LF
Tel: 01886 288307 or 07887 794868
Email: w_reid58@hotmail.com

Concurrent Solutions Ltd
Computers for Home & Business
Hardware & Software Upgrades
Software Development
Web Hosting & Design
Computer Repairs
Broadband

Phone or Fax Mike Savage 01886 884526
mike@concurrentsolutions.co.uk

by

Gill Ross
Wedding Flowers, Sympathy Tributes,
Celebration Designs

01886 833257

Rob Nicholls
Building Contractor Limited
Extensions * Alterations * Renovations
Tel: 01886 832199 * Mobile: 07958 982265
Email: rob-nicholls@tiscali.co.uk
Stocks Farm, Newland, WR13 5AY

ELECTRICIANS

Prosser Electrical
Small & large jobs undertaken
Domestic and Commercial

01905 831001
steveprosser17@yahoo.co.uk
Woodsfield Orchard, Jennet Tree Lane, Madresfield

Therapeutic, Remedial
& Deep Tissue Massage
Helps relieve tension, stress & injuries
Soothes aches & pains
WORKING WITH YOU
F O R Y O U R W E L L B E I NG
G
07970 406 249
www.stellahuxley.co.uk
Gift Vouchers Available

Behaviour modification – one to one training –
Socialisation for dogs and puppies – Calming signals
Understanding your dog’s body language
CRB checked - References – Testimonials
Dog walking in Alfrick and Suckley

www.lousdogsupport.co.uk
Tel: 01886 884557
Mobile: 07854 174943

Jeremy Massey Electrics
Electrical Contractor
Domestic, Industrial & Commercial Installations
Local – Reliable- Quality workmanship
New Installations and rewires. Electric showers
Lighting, interior and exterior
Sockets- phone & electrical
Replacement Fuse box. Electric Gates
Electrical test –Health Checks – PAT Testing
01886 888493 Email : masseyjeremar@aol.com

Sunday Lunch
at the Bank House Hotel

Shire Drone Services

Join us each and every Sunday in our new Garden
Room Restaurant for a delicious Sunday Lunch.

Drone Aerial Video and Photography
www.shiredroneservices.co.uk

As a special introductory offer, you can enjoy 25%
off until the end of October.

Do you need an aerial view of your property?
Roof survey imaging
Marketing your property
Video your event
 Live video images (via YouTube streaming)
Drone SAR for Lost Dogs volunteer. Licensed Pilot for commercial
operations PfCO. CAA approved. Drone Safe registered.
M: 07561 157415
E: tony@shiredroneservices.co.uk

1-Course – £14.95 £11.21
2-Course – £18.95 £14.21
3-Course – £22.95 £17.21

To book call 01886 833551

REDCABIN COMPUTERS
Friendly and efficient service for
your home & business computer system
Mobile:
07973 358124
Telephone: 01885 483839
01547 530271
Email: sales@redcabin.net
Website: www.redcabin.net

Dance with Deb
Latin, Ballroom, Sequence & DanceFit
EVERY MONDAY
At Holy Trinity Parish Hall Malvern

Olly Cook
Colles Place, Lulsley, Worcs. WR6 5QN
Tel: 07800 632366; 01886 821616
Email: ollycook@live.co.uk

JCB Hire and Groundwork Contractor

&
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT WELLAND
TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE CONTACT :

07760 763967

info@dancewithdeb.co.uk / www.dancewithdeb.co.uk

TOP OF THE PILE

Contact Derrick Philpotts

CARPETS AND FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED - 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
A SERVICE ABOVE AND BEYOND YOUR
EXPECTATIONS

Mobile 07831246495

CONTACT DARREN ASH

Sewage, draining, ditching and pools etc:

Telephone/Fax 01886 880008

TEL: 01886 832327; MOB. O7831 166006
email topofthepile1@yahoo.co.uk

PREMIER
DRIVES
& SERVICES

TRADITIONAL BLOCK PAVING
AND LANDSCAPING SPECIALIST
FULL 5 YEAR GUARANTEE
FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
Oakapple Cottage, Suckley Road, Leigh, WR6 5LE
Tel: 01886 833 014
Mobile: 07976 578177
Email: andypremierdrives@yahoo.co.uk

Miranda White
Shiatsu and Yoga

experienced practitioner
for bad backs, hip and knee problems
relief of stress related symptoms
yoga for core strength and relaxation
home visits or at Charlton Cowshed, Lulsley

Yoga class at Martley Village Hall
on Thursday evenings
Whiteheartyoga.co.uk – 07946 748104
whiteheartyoga@icloud.com

Pussy Cat Cattery
Seville Cottage
Suckley
Worcester
WR6 5EQ

01886 884867
www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
Luxury Cattery in peaceful location
Viewings welcome

Nigel Christie
Local Civil Celebrant
Personalised Funeral Services
Fellowship of Professional Celebrants
Together we will construct a service befitting your loved one
The end result is a personal and unique service meaningful to you

“The life of the dead is placed in the memory of the living”

Telephone: 07595 590154
Pigeon House Hop Kiln
Dingle Road, Leigh
Worcestershire
WR6 5JX

Tel: 07932 154098; Fax: 01886 830035
Suppliers of period & contemporary
door & window ironmongery fittings
for new build & renovation projects
to both trade and public

Iain Goldsmith
Carpenter
Handyman, Painter, Decorator,
Sash windows and doors repaired
Locks fitted, etc.

Alfrick area
01886 832638/07936 346082
Please support our advertisers and mention you saw them in The Sphere

Canapés by Gill
Taste of Thailand: Wednesday 7 October, booking &
collection only. Contact Gill for menu.
Wednesdays: homemade Fish ‘n Chip evenings using
Hop Shed beer for batter and freshly delivered fish…
Collection only, but slots go very, very quickly!
Contact Gill for booking slots at:

07768 287441
Or email info@canapesbygill.co.uk

L&M
EXECUTIVE TRAVEL
Providing transport for pleasure and
business, specialising in airport, seaport
transfers using 4 to 8 seater passenger vehicles

Tel:01905 672078 Mob:07582120016
landmexecutivetravel@gmail.com
www.executivetravelworcestershire.co.uk

CLIFTON CARPENTRY
All aspects of carpentry and joinery.
Specialising in bespoke fitted
furniture and handmade kitchens.
www.cliftoncarpentry.co.uk
info@cliftoncarpentry.co.uk
07531 621320
Blackhouse Lane, Suckley

Brian Taylor and Mike Taylor
Plumbing, heating, gas fires etc
‘Gas Safe’ – LPG – OFTEC – OIL

Hall House, Suckley
Tel: 01886 884280 Mob: 0773 4812027

I can come to your home or you can visit me
Cam’s
Mobile Dog Grooming
Tel: 07879 418318
Over 16 years experience as a dog groomer.
Offer anything from nail clipping to a full clip.
I can come to your home or you can visit me
at my home in Leigh Sinton.
www.camsdoggrooming.co.uk
Also offer a horse clipping service.
Find me on Facebook or Instagram

D.G.BERRY
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION
Extensions/Alterations/Roofing
Renovations/New-builds/Repairs
Free quotations and advice
Tel: 01886 830140
Mob: 07909 511346
d.g.berry @btinternet.com

JDS

Electrical
For all your electrical needs
Fully qualified and insured
Holloways, Lower Court, Suckley WR6 5DE
Message: 07516 774359; Call 01886 358120
Email: info@thesanctuarysuckley.co.uk
www.thesanctuarysuckley.co.uk

JON HALL

07528 183057
jds.electrical@outlook.com

01905 641070
01684 869432
www.eclipsehomecare.co.uk
Speak to us today for a full
assessment of your care needs

Providing High Quality HomeCare
Excellent Care from Local People
*
*
*
*

We have a full range of daily & live in services
Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer’s care
Longstanding staff and private clients
Excellent record with Worcester County
Council and CQC (Care Quality Commission)

2015, 2016 & 2017
Top Agency In
Worcestershire
Voted by
homecare.co.uk

A. C. Plastering
Reliable, Prompt, Tidy, Reasonably rated
Plastering / Skimming / Drylining
Contact Adam on either
01886 884871 OR 07749 880739

TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY CARE

A family run business with an established
reputation for professional top quality service
Supply * Installation * after sales care *
Re Roofing*
Every aspect of conservatory care from supply to
installation through to after sales care & maintenance.
All types of conservatories including old and obsolete
models.

We supply & fit:
Aluminium Windows and Doors.
Upvc Windows and Doors
Hardwood And Softwood Windows & Doors
Conservatories in Hardwood/upvc/Aluminium.
Pilkington registered Approved installers
Agents for Compton Garages & Alton
Greenhouses
Please Phone for a Free Quotation
Fence Registration No 18796
22 Saxon Close, Clifton upon Teme, Worcester
WR6 6DL
Tel: 01886 812424 Fax: 812954 Mobile: 07801 281821

blue-ginger
art, craft & inspirational ideas
Home End Farm, Cradley

The Gallery is closed to the public at
present, but please visit our online
shop at: www.blue-ginger.com
Tel: 01886 880240

sue@blue-ginger.com

ISOBEL MANNING BHS II
REG FREELANCE INSTRUCTOR

Liz Whittaker – Lady Chauffeur
FULL, PART AND SCHOOLING LIVERY
Lessons and schooling for all abilities in Dressage, SJ and XC
Horse Owners Certificate 1-4 Insured and First Aider
Pony Club Test and BHS Exam Prep
TEL: 01886 880053 MOB: 07774 269668

Affordable Comfort Travel in Style
Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport, wedding and sporting events.
Local and National journeys.
Contact: Liz Whittaker 07814 006179
Email: Lizthechauffeur@gmail.com

Brown’s Bathrooms
& Plumbing Services
RELIABLE, FRIENDLY
AND EFFICIENT

01684 302209
07847 718709
brownsbathrooms@outlook.com
www.iabrown-plumbing.co.uk










All aspects of plumbing
Bathroom design & installation
Wall and floor tiling
Installations to meet the needs
of the elderly and less mobile
Fast reliable 24hour service
Free quotations
No job to small
Lead Work specialist

https://malvernmartialarts.co.uk and https://bromyardtaekwondo.com

VILLAGE INFORMATION
STD 01886
ALFRICK-w-LULSLEY
Website at - http://www.alfrickandlulsley.org/parishcouncil
VILLAGE HALL Booking on line at www.alfrickandlulsley.org or for information and advice
email info@timesaversconcierge.co.uk or phone Adrian Biggs at 01905 312456
PARISH COUNCIL - 4th Thursday 7.30 pm.
Clerk Mr.Geoffrey Brewin 821386
RVS THURSDAY CLUB - Alt Thursdays 2.00 pm
Contact Mrs.Newitt
884784
RVS Representative
Mrs J.Cooper
832444
AGE UK
Contact Brenda Collins
833358
ALFRICK PLAYERS
Contact Alan Soper
832354
PILATES GROUP - Village Hall Tues 5&6 pm email sallyp88@btinternet Sally Porter
821654
W.I. - 2nd Wed at 7.30 pm.
President Carol Boughton 884210
ALFRICK & LULSLEY SHOW - 3rd Monday 8.00 pm
Contacts Linda Fishwick 832617
and Anne Potter 832355
TENNIS CLUB - Membership.
Dympna Jardine, 4 Crews Hill Court, Alfrick 830085
GARDENERS’ CLUB - 3rd Thursday.
Mrs.Marion Kent
832537
TABLE TENNIS – Mondays 6.00 to 9.30 pm Contact Richard Steele 821777 Sue Adams 830190
COMMUNITY CHOIR Contact Keith Bramwich www.alfrickcommunitychoir.com 07771600776
LEIGH & BRANSFORD
Website at http://www.leighandbransford.org.uk
MEMORIAL HALL - Booking & Keys:www.leighandbransfordhall.co.uk
HALL COMMITTEE - Memorial Hall 7.30 pm 3rd Tuesday in January then every other month.
AGM 3rd Tuesday in May. Chair: Jon Gamble - j_e_gamble@hotmail.com
PARISH COUNCIL - Memorial Hall 7.30 pm 4th Tues in Jan, March, May, July, Sept, Nov
Clerk to Council Mrs.Jackie Barker 114 Fruitlands, Malvern WR14 4XB 01684 567674
Footpath Warden
Gary Mellor
288370
PRESCHOOL Sherridge Road Leigh Sinton Open 8.30 to 3 pm
Katie Wiggins 07854 477445
W.I. - Memorial Hall 1st Tuesdays - 7.30 pm
President Mrs Angela Dancer
833737
BOWLS (Indoor) Memorial Hall - Mondays 7.30pm-9.30 pm
Mrs.C.Hall
832650
Knit & Natter - Royal Oak 2-4 pm last Thursday of the month
MALVERN MARTIAL ARTS CENTRE L/S www.malvernmartialarts.co.uk
833033
TAE KWON DO Weds 6.30 -7.30 pm.
Julian Burton 07770 822033 833033
BOXFIT/CIRCUITS/WING CHUN/TAI CHI/QIGONG Kev
07725 161178 830175
PILATES - Tuesdays 9 - 10am
Di Fox
07775 795670
BranchesDayOpportunities 10am–3pm Mon-Fri jesshibbert@hotmail.com 07572 398095 833382
SCOUT HUT 1st LEIGH SCOUTS
Explorer Scouts Thurs 7.00-9.00 pm (14-18)
Stuart Diplock
880078
Scouts Fri 7.00-9.00 pm (10-14)
Matthew Cooper
884277
Cubs Tues 6.45-8.15 pm (8-10)
June Etheridge
01905 425793
Beavers Wed 5.30 - 6.45 pm (6-8)
Joanne King
833925
1st LEIGH GUIDES Mondays 7.30-9.00 pm
Mrs.Valda Cane
833115
BROWNIES - 1st Leigh - Wednesdays 6.00 - 7.15 pm Mrs Kaye James
832304
RAINBOWS - Thursdays 6.00 - 7.00 pm
Ann Osborne
833480
AGE UK
Contact Margaret Hamilton 833412
WREKIN SPIRITUAL CAFE 1st Wed 11am - 1pm
Contact Clair McDonald
884888
LEIGH & BRANSFORD BADGERS FC - Senior Coach Bosko Medakovic
07979 725196
LEIGH & BRANSFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Head
Mr Stuart Bill
832342
SUCKLEY
Website at http://www.suckley.net
VILLAGE HALL Keys/booking
Steve Boughton
884210
PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk Mrs Diana Taylor
01684 569430
SUCKLEY PLAYING FIELDS All weather pitch for football or tennis.
Bookings:
Mr C Luton
884558
Two Football Pitches
Mrs C Luton
884558
Skateboard Area
Mr P Beaumont
884550
SUCKLEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Contact Nessa Haworth
884383
LADIES KEEP FIT Tuesdays 11-12 noon
Carol Boughton
884210
BELL RINGING - 1st, 2nd, 4th Weds 7.30-9.00 pm Captain Mrs Linda Taylor
884280
SUCKLEY SCHOOL
Church Lane
Headmistress Mrs Sheila Marshall
884283
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
840480
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Leigh & District Branch
Contact Shirley Tasker
832669
Last Friday in March, July, September and November at 2.30 pm in the Bear & Ragged Staff
WEST MERCIA CONSTABULARY
Emergency 999
Other matters 0300 333 3000
PC 3381 Sarah Ransome-Williams CSO 6494 Tracey Caldwell CSO 6481 Collin Davies
Local Policing Team Kempsey/Alfrick based at Upton Police Station

Shop open:

Café

Mon to Fri 9.00am – 5.00pm
Sat & Sun 9.00am – 12noon
Bank Holidays 10.00am – 1.00pm
Telephone 01886 832862

Unfortunately
closed for the
duration

Post Office Local

Looking forward
to seeing you
soon

Weekdays 11.30am – 4.00pm
(Last post 3.30pm)
Closed Bank Holiday Mondays
Chip & Pin cash withdrawals
Mon to Fri 8.00am – 5.00pm
Do phone for home delivery if you are self-isolating

We’re open:

Facebook: Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop

Sat & Sun 9.00am – 12noon
Bank Holidays 9.00am – 1.00pm

Leigh Sinton Post Office & Stores
Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton
A Premier Convenience Store
With a wide choice of produce at value-for-money prices!
Off-Licence, Newsagent, Fruit & Veg., Post Office, Lottery,
Fresh bread from our own in-store bakery
Shop Hours – Monday to Saturday 6.30am - 7.30pm, Sunday 8.00am - 2.00pm
Post Office – Monday to Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.30pm
Contact DAV or TRACEY on 01886 832201

Bromyard

The Conquest Theatre is gently resting and
waiting for when better times return, which
they will do. We hope you keep safe and
well and we look forward to welcoming you
back for a diverse range of entertainment
from far and wide.
Until then if you want to keep in touch we
are sending regular emails to our subscribers.
Want to join? Just go to our website and a joining slip will open for you.

