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The Magazine for the Parishes of Alfrick with Lulsley,
Leigh and Bransford, Leigh Sinton and Suckley



THE PARISHES OF ALFRICK w LULSLEY, LEIGH & BRANSFORD, SUCKLEY
STD code 01886

Vicar Revd. Anne Potter 07783711665 or 832355
The Rectory, Suckley Road, Leigh WR6 5LE email: revannepotter@gmail.com

Parish Secretary Alison Khan email: leighrectory@outlook.com 07984 748059
Parish Treasurer Mrs Ina Steele 821777

For those with computers, iPads etc., you will continue to find worship via:
YouTube wwrtlivestream
Other information can be found on:
A Church Near You (ACNY): www.achurchnearyou.com
Facebook pages: www.facebook.com/Worcesterwestruralteam

ALFRICK w LULSLEY Church of St.Mary Magdalene

Church Wardens Mr A.G.Duncan 884281

Mr Stephen Osmond 884259
Secretary Mrs Judith Davies 884336
Treasurer Mr Andrew Cooper 833903

LEIGH & BRANSFORD St.Edburga, Leigh/St.John the Baptist, Bransford

Church Wardens Mrs Jean Colley 832964
Vacancy

Secretary Mrs Judith Soper 832354

Treasurer Mr John Drage 833178

Bell Captain Mr Christopher Phillips 832230

Organist Vacancy

Chapelry Warden Vacancy

SUCKLEY Church of St.John the Baptist

Church Wardens Dr Anne M Lewis 884552

Mrs Liz Devenish 884787
Secretary Mr Richard Lewis 884552
Treasurer Mrs Diana Holloway 884665
Bell Captain Mrs LindaTaylor 884280

'The Sphere' Magazine

Editor David Fowler, Old School House, Alfrick Pound WR6 5EZ 884690
email: dwfowlerosh@gmail.com (Please note new email address)

Assistant Editor Geoff Wright, Brook House, Brockamin, Leigh WR6 5LA 832350
email: geoffwright@care4free.net (or sheilalwright@outlook.com)

Advertising Daphne & David Fowler, email: dwfowlerosh@gmail.com 884690

Treasurer Biddy Hood, Broad Dingle, Lulsley WR6 5QW 821020

Distribution John Burton, Watchwood, Birchwood Rd. Suckley 884596

Coordinators John Colley, Autumn Cottage, Sandlin 832964
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Please send in articles for The Sphere NOT LATER than the 12th of the month
All material published in The Sphere, including adverts, editorials, articles and all other content is
: published in good faith. The Sphere accepts no liability for any errors or omissions and does not
: endorse any companies, products or services that appear in the publication.
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We are planning for the Sphere to be printed professionally for us from the April 2021 (Easter) edition
and delivered by hand (Covid willing) to subscribers except where email copies have been requested.
The cost for either method will be £6.00 per annum (for 11 editions) an increase of £1.00 to help to
meet the extra costs. Please pay the distributor who usually delivers copies to your house during the
summer of 2021 for any print and/or email editions that you wish to continue to receive.
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Deow Reader

| thought I'd share this article written for Parish Magazines by our Archdeacon the Venerable
Robert Jones.

I'll be back next month........ Rev Arnuwne

“An article in the Church Times took me back to a hymn I’d not sung for many a year with its
wonderful opening line, ‘O Love that wilt not let me go'. This is the only sort of love which
really counts; it’s the one we recognise in our own loved ones, in parents who loved us into
life, in friends who mean the world to us - and, of course, in the God revealed in Jesus Christ.

It is one year ago that we first went into lockdown. Perhaps you can recall what you were
doing then when life was more ‘normal’. | can remember going for drinks with neighbours
the weekend before it all happened, when Covid seemed something quite distant. Now there
are few of us who have not been affected personally one way or another. We know people
with Covid, we know people who have died from Covid, and all of us are living with the
consequences of Covid.

Lent takes us back to Jesus’ forty days and nights in the desert. It seems to me that we are
living our own wilderness experience in a way we could never have imagined. For Jesus this
was a time of struggle: as the 23rd Psalm puts it, he walked through the valley of the shadow
of death. Yet he was held in a love which would not let him go, and emerged from it to a
ministry which was to turn the world upside down in faith, hope and love.

Whatever else is lacking during this time of wilderness, one thing not absent is loving
kindness. We've seen it in NHS workers, teachers, neighbours and many others. In practical
down-to-earth ways we have seen and experienced living examples of ‘love that wilt not let
me go’.

George Matheson, who wrote the hymn, had his own wilderness experience. ‘Something
happened to me, which was known only to myself, and which caused me the most severe
mental suffering. The hymn was the fruit of that suffering,' he says, and then he wrote these
beautiful lines:

‘l trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain
that morn shall tearless be.’

Tracing the rainbow through the rain. Isn’t this God’s tenacious love for us, stronger than we
can imagine, mirrored by our human experiences of being loved? We’ve surely had plenty of
rain lately, but, you know, I’'ve seen the odd rainbow too - hold on to such precious glimpses
of glory in times as these.”

21 March is World Poetry Day

World Poetry Day is a UNESCO initiative to honour poets, revive oral
traditions of poetry recitals, promote the reading, writing and teaching of
poetry, foster the convergence between poetry and other arts such as
theatre, dance, music and painting, and raise the visibility of poetry in the
media. As poetry continues to bring people together across continents,
all are invited to join in. For more background to the day see:
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-poetry-day
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Services for March 2021
NB: the weekly ‘News around the WWRT’ and ACNY
website will have the latest information.

7 March (Third Sunday of Lent)
10.30am Leigh — Holy Communion, CW
6.00pm Alfrick — Evensong

14 March (Mothering Sunday)
10.30am Crown East — All Age

21 March (Fifth Sunday of Lent)
9.00am Bransford — Holy Communion, BCP
4.00pm Zoom Service

28 March (Palm Sunday)
9.00am Alfrick — Holy Communion, CW

10.30am Crown East — Holy Communion, BCP
3.30pm Suckley — Family Service
HOLY WEEK

Monday 29 March 7.00pm Alfrick — Compline
Tuesday 30 March
Wednesday 31 March 7.00pm Crown East — Compline
Thursday 1 April (Maundy Thursday)
10.00am Suckley — Holy Communion
7.00pm Zoom Passover Meal
Friday 2 April (Good Friday)
12 noon Leigh — Meditation with choir (will be recorded)
10.00am Alfrick — Walk of Witness
Sunday 4 April (Easter Day)
6.15am Bransford — Sunrise Service
9.00am Alfrick — Holy Communion, BCP
10.30am Suckley — All Age Family Eucharist
10.30am Crown East — Holy Communion

From the Registers
Baptisms: None

Weddings: None

Funerals:
Bransford:
Joan Wilesmith, Funeral & Burial 20/01/21
Leigh:
Robert Ernest Kemp, Cremation 26/01/21
Graham James Atkinson, Cremation 28/01/21
Suckley:
Richard Thomas James, Cremation 01/02/21
Alfrick:
Janet Katherine Bray, Funeral & Burial 05/02/21
Christine Margaret Bradley, Vale Crem. 08/02/21

A selection of other events in March

22 February - 7 March: Fair Trade Fortnight

1 - 31 March: Marie Curie's Great Daffodil Appeal

1 - 7 March: Eating Disorders Awareness Week

1 - 31 March: Ovarian Cancer Month

1 - 6 March: National Carers Week

1 - 7 March: British Pie Week!

1 - 31 March: Brain Tumour Awareness Month

2 March: National Old Stuff Day — getting rid of the old
and trying something new

4 March: World Book Day

8 March: International Women's Day

10 March: No Smoking Day

14 March: Mothering Sunday

17 March: St Patrick’s Day

18 March: Global Recycling Day

19 March: Comic Relief

21 March: World Poetry Day

26 March: Wear A Hat Day!

28 March: Palm Sunday

29 March — 4 April: World Autism Awareness

WWRT 2021 Lent Talks

in March on Zoom
Wednesday 3 March - Revd Canon Mia Hilborn,
Head of Spiritual Health Care and Hospitaller at
Guys and St Thomas NHS Trust London shares her
experiences on the medical front-line

Wednesday 10 March - Harriet Baldwin, MP talks
about how her faith has sustained her in facing the
challenges within Government

Wednesday 17 March - Karen Smith, Primary
Teacher explains how her faith has kept her going
through the demands of educating children both in
school and online

Wednesday 24 March - Bishop of Dudley, The Rt
Revd Martin Gorick shares his experience of moving
during lockdown and offers an opportunity to meet
him

Each Wednesday, all those who have registered an
interest, will be sent a Zoom link early evening for
the meeting at 7.30pm. After a brief introduction
the speaker for the evening will be asked to talk for
approximately half-an-hour. There will be 15
minute breakout rooms for participants to chat
among themselves and to raise any questions.
These will be followed by a Q&A session.

Then at around 8.45pm latest we will finish the
evening with Compline.

To register please email Rev Anne on
anne.wwrteam@gmail.com
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Offering the complete property improvement
package
e  Bespoke furniture & cabinet making City&g
Guilds

e  Painting & Decorating
e  Free quotes & small jobs welcome o
. Qualified

General maintenance & gardening
Tel: 01905 670637
Web: www.rp-joinery.com
E-mail: rp-joinery@hotmail.com

WINDOW CLEANING

Regular and Reliable 6 and 12 week cleans.
Contact Shaun

01885 788156

07950 481950
Sb.cleaningservices@live.co.uk
www.sbwindowcleaning.co.uk

A.E. Beaumont & Son

Agricultural Services
Suckley

Tel. 01886884550 Mob.07966287890
www.aebeaumontandson.co.uk

/ Domestic Appliance Repairs \
No call out charge
Gerald Willis

Mob: 07831 433892

QI: 01684 561804

All leading makes
Competitive rates

Fully guaranteed WW

CHRIS WILDING
GENERAL BUILDER

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Including KITCHENS

Tel: 01886 830189
07976 621719

christopher.wilding@btinternet.com

Tennis Coaching Services In Your Area!

¢ Fully Qualified and Insured LTA Level 4 Tennis Coach

e From complete beginner to advanced (all ages)

Contact us for more information: @

07922 652622 / 01886 884102 JFC-TENNIS

connexusproducts@gmail.com

e Tennis Equipment available to purchase

e Own Court or Local Club

The ball’s in your court

W\ A JONEg

PLUMBING & HEATING

Specialist in Aga-Rayburn appliances
Boiler replacements and full heating systems installed.
Gas, oil and LPG appliances serviced and we offer
new and reconditioned Aga and Rayburn cookers,
and can re-enamel and replace tired and worn-out parts.
Contact us on 01562 752659 or 07770 698073
najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com
www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk

JACK’S LOGS

éQuaIity hardwood logs, cut to your requirementsé
: Free local delivery, size of load to suit :
i Please call Jack: 07722 196983 or 01886 884294

CLEANING & FLOORING
R * Carpet, curtain & upholstery cleaning
* Quality flooring supplied & fitted

3/ Carpets - Vinyls - Wood - Laminate
Martin Francis
; 4 Tel: 01886 833051 or 01905 775800

—— Mobile: 07976 744991

The Old School House, Stocks Lane
Leigh Sinton, Worcs WR13 5EQ

www.expresscleaningandflooring.co.uk

TOWN & CBUNTRY
A STONEMASENS
HEERL

Memorials in Marble, Slate,
Granite & Stone
Added inscriptions,
Renovation & Cleaning.

[Home visits arrangcd [Fersonal service assured

01905 759191  mob: 07774 198968

Unit 86J Blackpole Trading Estate West
Hindlip Lane, Worcester WR3 8TJ




HEARTWOOD HEDGELAYING
AND COUNTRY SERVICES
Hedge laying
Woodland Coppicing and Maintenance
Estate and garden maintenance
Fully Insured

Tel:01886 884505/07532 069053
Email: trevoranthonysmith@gmail.com

Contact:

Cl . f
‘B% Veterinary Surgery

expert care
exceptional service

01684 57 33 33
www.best-friends.co.uk

Best Friends Veterinary Surgery
154 Worcester Road
Malvern

'WR14 1AA

Pat Priest

07974 310222
01886 821109

24 hr Answering Machine

Established locally with over 40 years in the trade,
we can repair your Washing Machine, Tumble Dryer,
Dishwasher or any other domestic appliance.

Fixed labour costs on all repairs, all work guaranteed.

Mary Barnes Specialist
Physiotherapy

is available to help you with:

Sports injuries

Muscle and joint injuries
Back and neck problems
Headaches

Mary Barnes Physiotherapy MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Registered with the Health Professions Council
BUPA and AXAPPP registered

Call: 07583 865 321
Email: Info@marybarnesphysio.co.uk
Visit: www.marybarnesphysio.co.uk

Malvern College Sports Complex
Woodshears Road Malvern WR14 3EP

Bromyard Travel Services

Now i Our 11th Year!

Tailor-made, Bespoke and Package
Overseas Holidays, Flights and Cruises.

51a High Street, Bromyard.

Tel: 01885 488667
Email:jason@bromyardtravelservices.co.uk

where tn The World Do You want To Go?

CURTAIN MAKER
SUE BRADFORD

An Experienced Seamstress
With a sense of humour

01886 833522/07812 837936

. - "
Colin Breeze
Plumbing and Heating Engineer
All types of central heating
Bathroom suites fitted including tiling
Oil & gas boiler installation & servicing
Ground source heat pumps & renewables

Underfloor heating

Gas safe registered Gphe &
Email: colinbreeze@uwclub.net

Tel: (01886) 832376; Mob: 07774 785606

INDUSTRIAL *COMMERCIAL *

R.F. JOHNSON
PAINTERS DECORATORS
FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES
TEL: 01886 833363 MOB: 07866 833061

Email: robinfjohnson1@gmail.com
2 Pigeon House Cottages, Dingle Road, Leigh
Worcs WR6 5JX

DOMESTIC
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The Sphere Magazine, Report on 2020

Inevitably, the magazine was affected by the
coronavirus pandemic, which significantly
interrupted production for the first time in its 37
year history. Only the February and March
editions ran as normal with production of the
April (Easter) 2020 edition completed just as all
churches in the country were closed preventing
further production in the vestry of Alfrick
Church. Little were we to know that this would
be the last printed edition until Christmas 2020
when the joint December/January 2021 edition
was professionally produced for us by Aspect
Design in Malvern. This was a special treat not
only for our readers, but also for our small team
of dedicated volunteers who have continued to
produce monthly online editions.

These were produced and uploaded thanks to
parish webmasters so those with internet access
could read them (with colour photographs and
fonts). Online visits have now grown to over
500 views and downloads per month. A survey
was carried out to establish how many
subscribers would like to receive their copies by
email, but the response was limited by its
patchy distribution. However, about 160
subscribers (out of around 750) were content to
receive it this way, including some who would
want hard copies when they are resumed. We
appreciate however that many of our loyal
subscribers do not have the facilities or the
ability/inclination to follow the internet route
and of course many subscribers prefer to have a
hard copy at hand to refer to (especially for
events — when these can take place — and for
advertisements).

The Sphere editorial team continued to be led
by Geoff Wright who edits the General and
Leigh and Bransford sections, plus
masterminding the printing process. | have
continued to edit the Alfrick/Lulsley and Suckley
sections, plus having an increasing involvement
with production and distribution of the online
editions. We are also very grateful to Mrs
Margaret Newitt of Alfrick who continued to
produce the Younger Generation page for the
hard copy editions.

Biddy Hood'’s stalwart service as our treasurer is
as always much appreciated. Mrs Brenda
Collins, who coordinated the collation and
distribution of hard copies, for which we have
been most grateful, decided it was time to retire

after long service. However,
since production of our own :
hard copies has ceased, \§
collation has now ended,
and with the planned move
to professionally printed
copies (albeit in grey scale owing to the
otherwise high cost) the collation team will also
be able to stand down. We thank them all for
their considerable work over the years. John
Burton has continued with the coordination of
distribution in Suckley, but John Colley has now
stepped back from distribution around Leigh
Sinton after many years and we thank him for
his considerable efforts. Our dedicated
distributors collected as many of the annual
subscriptions as they could at the beginning of
2020. They delivered hard copies when they
were produced and we very much recognise
their loyal work which will still be needed to
enable printed copies to be delivered safely.
Daphne and | have continued to manage the
advertising with nearly 100 advertisers. There is
presently a waiting list for spaces to become
available, and we attempt to limit adverts to
local businesses and ask our readers please to
support them (and to mention The Sphere when
making contact). Since lockdown we have not
been charging advertisers, which has been much
appreciated, as we were uncertain how many
readers would be able to access online editions.
As a result revenue has been significantly
reduced, and even though our production costs
were lower, this has meant that this year The
Sphere has had less than usual to donate to our
local churches and regular charities.
The magazine aims to provide as much
information as possible about local events and
church services/activities, and gives contact
information for local groups and The Sphere
team. Please help us to keep this information
up to date. We always much appreciate
receiving articles of local interest to our readers,
and continue to be most grateful to all of our
contributors and subscribers. New contributors
and subscribers are always most welcome, just
contact one of The Sphere team listed on the
front inside cover.
As no doubt we all are, we look forward to a
more hopeful and positive 2021.

David Fowler (on behalf of The Sphere Team)

Sphére. I

Geoff Wright, having completed five years as editor of The Sphere (and very many more before that
as assistant editor to Peggy Johnson who moved to Derbyshire in June 2016 having served as editor
after about 30 years) has now handed over the editor’s role to David Fowler. Geoff has been involved
with printing The Sphere since 1993 and David joined the team as assistant editor in 2011. Many
thanks to Geoff, now returning to the role of assistant editor, for all his hard work over the years.



Mothering Sunday: the fourth Sunday in Lent (14 March 2021)

Traditionally it is a day when we thank God for the
love of our mothers, and we thank them in person
for their care for us. In the UK, the service dates
back hundreds of years to the time when people
were encouraged once a year, on Laetare (Latin:
to Rejoice) Sunday, to return to their home or
‘mother’ church or cathedral.

In 2021, The Children's Society is asking churches
to help them fight for hope for children and
young people on Mothering Sunday, when we
think about and thank all those who care for us.

The coronavirus pandemic has affected all our
lives, but it has hit vulnerable children and young
people particularly hard. They have had months
out of school, hidden from view and often without
access to online learning resources. Lockdown has
trapped some children at home with people who
hurt and abuse them, and our research shows
lockdown has also made some children more
vulnerable to criminal exploitation and online
grooming. As their mental health and well-being
suffers, many children are losing hope.

Over the last 15 years, The Children’s Society has
studied and reported on children’s well-being.
And each year they have seen a consistent decline,
which has only worsened as a result of the
pandemic. The charity has launched its ambitious
goal of overturning that decline by 2030.

The theme of their Mothering Sunday resource is
‘Fighting for hope’. The charity fights for hope by

providing support for those who
need it most and by campaigning
for changes that make life better
for young people.

s d The
Children’s
Society

Alyssa (not her real name) grew up in a home
where there was violence, and that affected her
mental health. Then she started getting bullied at
school too. At one point Alyssa felt that she was
completely overwhelmed, like she was ‘drowning’.
Unfortunately school didn’t offer her the support
she needed. She says: ‘in my life before The
Children’s Society, | wouldn’t even consider it a
life. I would try and stay in the house as much as
possible. I'd refuse to go to school, or | would
pretend to be sick so | wouldn’t have to go, and it
wasn’t healthy.” Eventually, Alyssa came to one of
The Children’s Society’s projects and received
counselling, which gave her the strength and tools
to get better. Today she says: ‘I probably would
be dead by now without The Children’s Society and
I’ve noticed such a big change in myself. It
brought back the Alyssa that | knew, that | love
and that everyone else around me seems to love,
but | guess she got lost on the way before that. |
don’t know what | would have done without The
Children’s Society and I'm very grateful for
everything they’ve done for me.” Alyssa found a
community of care through The Children’s Society,
and the care and help she received has enabled
her to move forward in life and to reach her full
potential.
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Our District Councillors’ “View from the Hills”

February already: where does the time go? We do hope that despite lockdown and
the imperfect weather you are in good health, both physically and mentally. If you
need help, it is readily available, both from us and dedicated groups like the
Here2Help staff. They can assist with many common problems, COVID-induced or

Malvern
Hills

.

District,
Council

www.malvernhills.gov.uk

otherwise. Please do use them: 01905 768053 or Worcestershire.gov.uk/here2help

Despite floods and ice, council activities have continued. We are now in the never easy process of
determining MHDC council tax for next year. With regret, we do propose an increase to keep the books
balanced for the next 5 years, though only of £5.00 per year for an average household (under 10p per
week!). We believe this compares quite well to the £15.00 increase from the Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC) and £18.00 or so by the County Council.

Elections to the County Council and for the PCCs are scheduled for May. We have several concerns about
this, due to restrictions on campaigning that clearly favour those parties with deep pockets, plus your
ability to vote. It seems likely that voting will take place while COVID restrictions still apply. We believe it
is vital you keep your chance to vote. If you have any concerns about going to a polling station, please
apply for a postal vote. You can get the form online (just Google “postal vote”) or post a stamped,
addressed envelope to one of us and we will send you a form by return. We can both be reached by post
via: The Council House, Avenue Rd, Malvern, WR14 3AFO.

We continue to work actively on your behalf. If you need help, we can be contacted by phone, email or
via our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/rousewhatley

Sarah Rouse: 01886 833653

sarahrouse72@gmail.com

Peter Whatley: 01886 884126 peter.whatley@malvernhillsdc.net

Peter Whatley
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Steve Clements
Upholstery

Re-upholstery, loose covers, repairs etc

Replace old seat and back cushions in
feather, fabric or foam

Wide choice of fabric and leathers

Free Estimates, all work guaranteed.

01886 833813

Chiropody
Foot Healthcare

in the comfort of your own home
Barbara Wall WMSch. MChS.

T e pa g s

Holistic Therapies:

Clinical Hypnotherapy,
Yoga 1-2-1 & small groups,
Thai Yoga Massage
(Treatments & Tuition)

e e e o o T T o o e S S
For more information:
BARBARA WALL
07990 501498 or 01886 884181
e-mail: paadena29@agmail.com

www.paadena.co.uk

5?@.
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VISIT OUR
SHOP, SHOWROOM & WORKSHOP
BISHOP’S FROME, HEREFORDSHIRE, WR6 SBT
OR CALL 01885 490326

TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS

SEE MORE AT

* DESIGNER & MAKERS OF FINE FURNITURE

* CLASSIC RANGE OF
INTERIOR DESIGN FURNISHINGS
* MANUFACTURERS OF
GREEN OAK COUNTRY BUILDINGS

lan Ross

DRIVING INSTRUCTION

o DVSA Approved Driving Instructor

o Friendly, Flexible & Reliable L
e Structured Individual Training

e Safe Environment — Dual Contro/

01886 833257 / 07792 218774
www.ianrossdriving.co.uk

Ella Baylis Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Service

Qualified in Animal Care, Insured, DBS checked

Based in Leigh and covering all surrounding villages
within a five mile radius.

Contact: 07963 313835;
ellabellabaylis@hotmail.co.uk or
facebook.com/ellabaylisdogwalker/
to discuss your requirements.
References available on request
Caring for your canine companions and other small
pets with a personal, friendly, dedicated approach.

—

Rob Sh
® Gioungsworks Contractor
Sl;mess Tel: 07813007285

Web: www.rms-s.co.uk

agriculture < landscaping + equestrian

Steve Hiles & Son

Chimney Engineers
HETAS registered installer
Sweeping and flue lining

Established 1993
Fully insured

Tel 01684 569971



mailto:ellabellabaylis@hotmail.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS

Fully trained & insured operators
Latest Equipment
Minimum drying times
we move furniture
Customer satisfaction guarantee
oriental rug specialists
Stainshield treatment
Deodorizer treatment
Quotations on request

carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Highfields, Knightwick,
worcestershire, WR6 5QG
01886 821554 07971 603007

Huson Bruce Architects

Providing professional architectural design services to
suit your needs
Contact us for a ‘no obligation’ consultation

0780 9460 567
01905 453 268
jen@husonbruce.com
www.husonbruce.com

EMMA BOUSTON

FUNERAL SERVICES
A local independent Funeral Director
offering a personal 24 hour service

Private Chapel of Rest - Pre Paid Funeral Plans

01885 489900 50 High Street, Bromyard, HR7 4AE

ISOBEL MANNING BHS II
REG FREELANCE INSTRUCTOR

SN

FULL, PART AND SCHOOLING LIVERY
Lessons and schooling for all abilities in Dressage, SJ and XC
Horse Owners Certificate 1-4 Insured and First Aider

Pony Club Test and BHS Exam Prep
TEL: 01886 880053 MOB: 07774 269668

D & G Drainage

All aspects of drainage installations and repairs
Drain cleaning and unblocking
Blocked drains toilets sinks baths showers
CCTV Camera Inspection
Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation!
Tel: 01684 561338 or Mobile: 07875 394571

E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk

www.fixmydrains.co.uk

Seabright & Co

Professional Decorating
Domestic and Commercial
Painting and Decorating
= Interior & Exterior
= Wall coverings
* Renovation & new work

* Fully Qualified &
Insured
» Paint and design advice

Tel: 07711 993590
Tel: 01885 485973

Email: matthewseabright@hotmail.com
16 Enderby House, Linton, Bromyard
Herefordshire. HR7 4QJ

Bear and Ragged Staff
LIMITED OPENING HOURS

Freshly cooked food (locally sourced where possible)
Real ales
Large garden
Dog-friendly bar and garden
Good disabled access
Weddings and parties a speciality
Funeral refreshments
Sunday Lunch with a choice of 2 roasts
5* Food hygiene certificate
Trip Adviser Certificate of Excellence

BRING YOUR SPHERE AND RECEIVE
10% “LOCALS” DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FOOD**

**excludes fixed price lunch menu
and specially quoted menus

Station Road, Bransford, WR6 5JH
Tel: (01886) 833399
www.bearatbransford.co.uk
www.facebook.com/bearandragged
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Leigh and Bransford
ST.EDBURGA, LEIGH

St.Edburga is open for private prayer between 10am and 4pm
on Sundays and Wednesdays.

Rev Anne Potter (Team Vicar) 01886 832355 is available at
the end of a telephone line so please feel free to contact her.

If you have an administration query please contact

Alison Khan on 07984 748059 or leighrectory@outlook.com
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St. Edburga, Leigh Events

Another month has gone by and now there are signs of spring. Our churchyard has its usual
blanket of snowdrops. It really does look magnificent.

Our Evensong at the end of January was cancelled last minute with the arrival of snow! Our
lanes all looked a bit dicey and very cold. But we were able to have our service on Sunday
morning (the first in February) and the choir sang, socially distanced, from the chancel.

Harvey treated us to a wonderful ‘Jerusalem’ to leave by.

We remain open for private prayer every Wednesday and Sunday 10.00am — 4.00pm.

You are welcome at those times and to our services. We have taken all COVID safety
precautions.

We are hopeful that restrictions will ease enough for us to run our teas through the summer
months.

In the meantime ‘Stay Safe’ Jean Colley, Churchwarden
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Leigh & Bransford WI [h WI
Our January monthly meeting was held on the 16™ by Zoom. Our acting e

President, Elaine Shaw, welcomed those members who had been able to INSPIRING WOMEN
join and introduced our speaker, John Sharp, Chairman of Leigh and Bransford Parish
Council. John gave a very interesting and informative talk about some of the responsibilities
of the Parish Council and some of the recent projects undertaken. He also outlined the
criteria which have to be met for anyone wishing to serve on the Parish Council. John
finished his talk on a light hearted note by showing a clip from an old ‘Vicar of Dibley’
episode on how NOT to run a meeting, which proved to be remarkably similar to the recently
YouTube hit of a parish council meeting held in Cheshire!

Our February Zoom meeting will be held on Tuesday 16", commencing at 2.00pm when all
members will be welcome. Our secretary Shelagh is keeping us all informed by
email/doorstep delivery of any relevant correspondence received from W1 House, and our
members will be informed of any decisions made or actions required during a short business
meeting. Following this will be a very general ‘fun’ quiz organised by Ann and the results
of ‘Name the Face’ competition organised by Rosemary and sent round to members the week
before.

Our thanks go to Dave and Denise Fereday who are currently hosting all our committee and
monthly Zoom meetings. It is expected that when we get back to being able to meet
normally, our monthly meetings will revert back to the first Tuesday of each month, but in
the meantime we are grateful for the opportunity to meet as many as possible by our Zoom
meetings. We have also implemented a ‘phone call catch up’ system spearheaded by Elaine
so that the committee can keep in touch with all our members on a regular basis.

Ann Sharp

Leigh And District Gardeners' Club

Our Club talk by Simon Gulliver on Thursday, 18 March 2021 will hopefully go \'
. . -
ahead as a Zoom talk if enough members are interested. 0

The talk is entitled 'Pruning Trees and Shrubs' - most appropriate at this time of year.

We have decided to offer this to members free of charge so hopefully as many of
you as possible will be able to attend this virtual talk.

If you have not already experienced a 'Zoom' meeting it is very simple...all you have
to do is click on the link sent by Simon Gulliver, and follow the on-screen instructions.

I would like to gauge the response so please email ASAP with your reply.
Please email me at kentsx2@hotmail.com

*hkkkhkkhkhkhkhkkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkikhkhkhkhkhkkhkkikhkhkhkkhkihkikhkhkhhikhhkhkhihkikhhkhkhihkhkhkkhikihhkhkhkhihhkhiihihhhkiihxhhhiiixikk

Leigh & Bransford Community Car Scheme

This voluntary service covers all residents of Bransford, Leigh or Leigh

Sinton who need transport to medical appointments at Knightwick,

Cradley, Malvern or St John’s Surgeries.

Phone: Andrea Draper 833313; John & Elaine Drage 833178; Simon Clay 502046;
Ellen Gwynne 832990 (am only)

Our drivers reserve the right to refuse any request which they think inappropriate.
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Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall

This month it’s the turn of another of our trustees,
Stephen Seymour to send in a piece for The Sphere.

Here is what he calls
THE SAGA OF THE HALL ROOF REPAIR

There is an area of flat roofing over part of the
kitchen and foyer covered with roofing felt
which had deteriorated over the years and leaks
were showing on the ceiling inside. The repair
work was put out to tender and local company
AES Roofing was duly chosen. Work
commenced on the 12 January. So far, so good
— however on stripping away the old roof the
workers found 8cm thick rotting straw board
between the roof joists. Obviously this had to
be removed and then replaced with fibreglass
insulation before the re-boarding and re-felting
work could start. By Friday the re-boarding was
completed and the old roof debris taken away —
the exposed roof area was then covered with
thick polythene sheeting for the weekend.

That same Friday night, the early stages of what
was later named Storm Christoph blew in and
deposited 7mm of rain onto the polythene
sheeting. When our caretaker, George Thomas
called by on Saturday morning for his routine
check of the building on he was greeted with a
significant ingress of water that had both
damaged the internal ceilings and flooded the
foyer and kitchen floors. He mopped out,
suspecting that the fierce winds of the night
before had lifted the sheeting in places. He
phoned me and | joined him at the hall where a
more thorough inspection of the roof area
confirmed his suspicions. This flat part of the
roof has three pitched roof areas feeding on to
it and | so immediately phoned the contractors
with the bad news. It was very unfortunate
timing with the storm breaking at that stage of
the repair, but AES Roofing accepted full
responsibility and agreed to cover the cost of
replacing the sodden internal plasterboard,
skimming and redecorating.

But we were not out of the woods yet. Work on
fitting the new felt started after the weekend,
but then another problem quickly emerged.
When fitted, the new felt had to be lapped
under the bottom two sets of tiles on the
sloping roofs to create a waterproof seal.
Usually it’s just a case of lifting those tiles and
refitting them after lapping in the felt. But the
roofers found that the original tiles had been
incorrectly fitted — probably when the new

extension was being built in the 1990s. To
remove correctly fitted tiles, a special ripping
instrument is used to take off the nail heads and
the tiles then slide out. But because our tiles
were double nailed it was not possible to
remove the bottom rows without breaking the
ones in the row above, which meant removing
another row, which would also break, and so
on. The solution offered was to remove all the
tiles and re-roof these roof elevations correctly.
The estimate for this extra work would have
added £5,900 to the bill!

As this additional cost was way outside what we
the hall trustees had budgeted for, other
solutions were explored. Finally, the contractor
agreed to cut out (rather than try and lift out)
the necessary tiles and, after lapping in the new
felt, create a waterproof seal with lead fixings.
But before any tiles of this type and age may be
cut, they first have to be checked for the
presence of asbestos. And, yes, you’ve guessed
it — ours were made from an asbestos/concrete
composite. More delay and yet more expense!
With additional time and some lateral thinking
the company finally managed to remove the
tiles, re-felt the roof and replace the broken, cut
tiles with lead fixings. The final part of the
exercise is the removal of the damaged ceilings
in the kitchen and foyer, replacing the insulation
and plasterboard, re-skimming and then
decorating. As | write, this work is underway
and being carried out by a local builder, Kevin
Oliver.

AES Roofing have been very supportive all along
the way by economically fixing the problems not
of their making (charging us at cost) as well as
paying for the interior work caused by the storm
damage. Supporting local approved trades
people has always served us well. And we also
owe thanks to our own Parish Council who had
previously agreed to give the Hall a grant
towards the cost of the original repairs. Once
again, that community spirit in times of
adversity shines through. We’'re now watertight
and cosy and look forward to welcoming you
when lockdown eases.

Stephen Seymour, Hall Trustee



A LOCKDOWN WALK ALONG THE SUCKLEY ROAD FROM BRANSFORD

(IT'S NO TEDDY BEAR'S PICNIC)

“If you walk down Suckley Road today, you're sure of a big surprise
If you walk down Suckley Road today, you'd better go in disguise
For every beer that ever there was, is gathered there, for certain, because

Those darlings, the Carlings
are nesting again

I saw them myself when we
walked down the lane

Their black and white plumage
just made them so plain

So Canada’s loss is now Suckley
Road'’s gain

Those bad fella Stellas

seen nesting close by

Have flown here from Belgium -
fell out of the sky

The Carlsbergs from Denmark
were easy to spy

They're shiny and green -

I think they can fly

-

And Heineken joins them
to add to the jam

A Dutch double helping from
old Amsterdam
Budweiser’s here in both
bottle and can

They've come from Missouri,

That posh Aussie Foster in Red,
Blue and Gold

Has come from Down Under -
from Melbourne, we're told
While nearer to home John
Smith has arrived

Migrating from Yorkshire to lie
close beside

Today's the day the Litterers had their picnic”

Those busy bee Boddingtons --
not pretty things

Manchester’s finest - just more
litter brings

And caffeine rich Red Bull from
Austria’s springs

Crash-landed to join them,
you'd think it had wings

| fear a new birra has wormed
his way in

But Sweaty Moretti should be
in the bin

From [taly’s shores to the
Hereford plain

That brute, fruity Strongbow
now blocks our terrain

There's more though than beer
that’s moulding away

And clogging our ditches with
deadly decay

Those stalkers, the Walkers
this Crisp, springtime day
Have put all their NikNaks out
on display

Where Monsters and Crispy
Wheat Crunchies abound
There's Kit Kats and KFC Fries
to be found

A lost Costa Coffee Cup’s
crushed on the ground

And chicken with mayo wraps
lying around

While Stick Fingers lingers
along the pathway

Where Townie the Brownie
was dropped off today

A 7UP too and flat Orangeade
A Coke and some Gum
that will never degrade

But, who are these denizens
deep undercover

Ditching their debris one way
and another

Filling our hedgerows along
Suckley lane?

All that I know is they should be
ashamed.

Yet bountiful Nature still gives
us her riches

While humans just leave us
their Bounty in ditches.

Jon Gamble, February 2021



‘Faye’s Sewing Services
All sewing alterations for Ladies and Gentlemen.
n I Soft furnishings made to measure,
°°°‘=ﬂ] curtains, bed linen, cushions, etc.
O Any job worth £20 or more | will collect
and return if within 10 miles of Leigh.
No job is too big or too small.
28, Orchard Way, Leigh, WR6 5LF
Tel: 01886 288307 or 07887 794868
Email: w_reid58@hotmail.com

Gill Ross

Wedding Flowers, Sympathy Tributes,
Celebration Designs

01886 833257

Concurrent Solutions Ltd

Computers for Home & Business
Hardware & Software Upgrades
Software Development
Web Hosting & Design
Computer Repairs
Broadband

Phone or Fax Mike Savage 01886 884526
mike@-concurrentsolutions.co.uk

Rob Nicholls

Building Contractor Limited
Extensions + Alterations « Renovations

Tel: 01886 832199 +« Mobile: 07958 982265
Email: rob-nicholls@tiscali.co.uk
Stocks Farm, Newland, WR13 5AY

ELECTRICIANS
Prosser Electrical

National Inspection Gouncil for
Electrical Instaliation Contracting
]

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Small & large jobs undertaken
Domestic and Commercial

01905 831001
steveprosserl7@yahoo.co.uk

Woodsfield Orchard, Jennet Tree Lane, Madresfield

Lou’s%D}égapport

Behaviour modification — one to one training —
Socialisation for dogs and puppies — Calming signals
Understanding your dog’s body language
CRB checked - References — Testimonials
Dog walking in Alfrick and Suckley
www.lousdogsupport.co.uk
Tel: 01886 884557 Mobile: 07854 174943

=

Stella Huxley
Massage Therapy

Closed due to relocation

Thank you to my clients
for their support

WORKING WITH YOU
FOR YOUR WELLBEING

A SSAGE 7
RAINlNG 07970 406 249 %z—
Wstirute www.stellahuxley.co.uk | & 85"

(P&G and Sans Garden Services, Suckiey)
07495 187667

kFree, fixed quotations with NO HIDDEN EXTRAS j

W7 L < 1IN S5

e -~ ESTABLISHED 1895 - e

CHINMNEY S VWVWEEP.

= TRADITIONAL BRUSH
AND VACUUM SERVICE

-~ NESTS REMOVED
- CAGES, CAPS
= L T atessiag,

AND COWLS FITTED R

- SWEEPING Tyares &
CERTIFICATES ISSUEIDD oo

- PROFESSIONAL, e
CLEAN SERVICE s 2

- FULLY INSURED

-—

POLICE CHECKED
OoO1684 566017

wilkinschimneysweep.co.ulk/

Checkatrade.com

malvernandworcester [




TRADITIONAL BLOCK PAVING
AND LANDSCAPING SPECIALIST

FULL 5 YEAR GUARANTEE

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION

Oakapple Cottage, Suckley Road, Leigh, WR6 5LE
Tel: 01886 833 014
Mobile: 07976 578177
Email: andypremierdrives@yahoo.co.uk

All chimneys & Flues Swept.
Aga's, Stove's & Biomass Boiler's.

Stove & Flue Liner Installation.

Bird Nest & Blockage Removal.
Bird Guards & Cowls Fitted.

HETAS Registered. Insurance Certificates

Issued.
\\

..C\/\ %

Call lan on:

Tel: 01684 891005
Mobile: 07403 277 436

b Miranda White

Shiatsu and Yoga
experienced practitioner

for bad backs, hip and knee problems

relief of stress related symptoms
yoga for core strength and relaxation
home visits or at Charlton Cowshed, Lulsley
Yoga class at Martley Village Hall
on Thursday evenings
Whiteheartyoga.co.uk - 07946 748104
whiteheartyoga@icloud.com

¥

ﬂ\fige[ Christie
Local Civil Celebrant

Personalised Funeral Services
‘Pe[[owsﬁi}) of ?rofessiona[ Celebrants

T ogetﬁer we will construct a service 6eﬁtting your loved one

The end result is a }Jersona[ and um’que service meaninﬂﬁd to you

“The flfe of the dead is y[acecf in the memory of the fiving”
Telephone: 07595 590154

Pussy Cat Cattery

Seville Cottage
Suckley
Worcester
WR6 5EQ

«

01886 884867
WWWw.pussycatcattery.co.uk
Luxury Cattery in peaceful location
Viewings welcome

Pigeon House Hop Kiln
Dingle Road, Leigh
Worcestershire

WR6 5JX

- 4

Access Architectural
lronmongery Limited

Tel: 07932 154098; Fax: 01886 830035

Suppliers of period & contemporary
door & window ironmongery fittings
for new build & renovation projects
to both trade and public

(/\/ 01684 576464
MASEFIELD
VETERINARY.
~CENTRE " Consultations By |
i Appointment i

Situated in Barnards Green, Malvern :
with free parking at the rear. We are !
fully equipped modern surgery with
a friendly and approachable team.

Open 7 days
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm
i sat9am-12 noon
 Sun 9:30am-10:30am :

www.masefieldvets.co.uk

Qseﬁeld Veterinary Services Ltd, 2 Court Rd, Malvern WR14 3BL

lain Goldsmith
Carpenter

Handyman, Painter, Decorator,
Sash windows and doors repaired
Locks fitted, etc.

Alfrick area
01886 832638/07936 346082

Please support our advertisers and mention you saw them in The Sphere




Alfrick with Lulsley

St Mary Magdalene, Alfrick

Please remember that unless you hear otherwise,
the church is only open on Wednesdays and Sundays
between 10.00am and 4.00pm

Church Cleaning Rota

March 3 Mrs Jeffery April 7 Mrs Davies & Mrs Fishwick
10 |Mrs Cooke & Mrs Sirrell 14  |Mrs Mansell & Mrs Collins
17 |Mrs Crisp & Mrs Crockford 21  |Mrs Jeffery
24 |Mrs Fowler & Mrs Agnew 28 Mrs Cooke & Mrs Sirrell
31 |Mrs Hood & Mrs Skyrme

Margaret Bradley, RIP: 18 April 1930 — 11 January 2021

Margaret was born in Bromsgrove and spent her early years in nearby Dodford. After leaving
school she trained as a Domestic Science Teacher before marrying young John Bradley in 1950
at St John’s Church, Bromsgrove.

Their first home was in Cofton Hackett at the base of the Lickey Hills, and with their two
children Stephen and Sara, moved in 1959 to the top of the Lickey Hills with wonderful views
across Worcestershire. Once the children were born Margaret became a full-time mother and
gardener. She had a deep love of simple things and especially gardens a-blaze with colour and
adorned with fruit trees. In 1970 the family moved to Finstall, and John became an Area
Chairman of Round Table with Margaret being an active member of Bromsgrove Ladies Circle,
at one time being its president.

In 1983 they moved to the top of Crews Hill, with its stunning views across the valley. There
they enjoyed socialising, often entertaining other families from the village, and Margaret took a
great deal of pleasure in her garden, mowing the lawns until she was eighty-three.

Having always been community minded, Margaret was a stalwart member of Alfrick WI, and in
her later years was involved with a local reading group. In her younger days she sang with a
choir in Bromsgrove, and here in Alfrick was a great supporter of the Community Shop and Post
Office, always a regular, and one of its best customers, driving down the hill until Covid and
increasing lack of mobility prevented her.

Silver haired and stylish, Margaret was an independent, hospitable, generous, kind, sociable
lady, of high integrity with a great sense of humour and a deep Christian faith. She will be much
missed by all those who knew her in the village, by friends and her family of two children, five
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren of whom she was so proud. Margaret was ready,
though, to be re-united with John having had a fulfilling and faith-filled earthly life.

Citizens Advice

Although we are currently unable to offer our usual Friday drop-in clinic at Knightwick citizens
. . . s e . advice

your local Community Liaison Volunteer Elaine Kite is still available and happy to take

queries via email (elainekite@btinternet.com) or phone (01886 884435). Please get in

touch if you have an issue that you would like to discuss. Sometimes just a chat helps to clarify

things, at other times referral to a Citizens’ Advice advisor with specialist knowledge is necessary.

..........................................................................................................................................................

Alfrick & LuIsIey Community Car Scheme: This voluntary service covers all
residents of Alfrick & Lulsley who need transport to local medical appointments, or to take or
i collect prescriptions to or from Knightwick Surgery.

: Drivers are: Ro Morpuss: 832622; Hilary Simmons: 832611; Pam Lowe: 833362
: Please start telephoning from the left and give as much time as possible.

Our drivers reserve the right to refuse any request that they consider inappropriate.

3
.........................................................................................................................................................
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For more information on booking the

Alfrick & Lulsley ) o )
7 village Hall Village Hall please visit our website at:

www.alfrickandlulsley.org/hall-make-booking/

Please send your queries by email to

W RG 5 H J info@timesaversconcierge.co.uk

Or phone: Adrian Biggs on 01905 312456

The only activity that can be held at the Village Hall
under the current restrictions is the Age UK fortnightly foot clinic operated by Rose Hill. Unfortunately,
whilst the Hall is not officially closed, it is for all other activities until further notice.
*AhAhkAkhkAhhkAhhhAhkhhhhhkhhhkhhhkhkhhhhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhkhhhkhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhkhkhhhhhkhhhkhhhkiihiiitikx

_ (© Alfrick Players:

-/, Nothing new to report yet so just a reminder of what is to come as soon as we can:
< @ 84 Charing Cross Road based on a book by Helene Hanff about a twenty year
correspondence between an American writer and a London bookshop. A moving period
piece set in the 1950s.
The Noble Spaniard by W Somerset Maugham, a comedy about a family's relationships and
misunderstandings while on vacation in France.
| will of course keep you posted as to likely dates and let's keep our fingers crossed for some drama on
the Alfrick stage very soon! Alan Soper
KA A A I A A I I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhAhhhhhhhhk

Community Choir v A
There must be something in the air, writing this in mid-February, because more by ‘
people than ever seem to be saying 'Hope we can start singing again soon'. No-
one is trying to pretend that Zoom choir practice is a substitute for the real thing, 7
but at least it keeps some of us singing a bit, or in my case, a lot! We're becoming %i%
more and more aware of the health benefits that singing can bring. Just as
important is that we talk afterwards and keep the social side of the Community
Choir alive.
Lately, following one of the latest crazes on Tik-Tok and elsewhere, we've started singing sea shanties.
They're jolly and not difficult to learn.
We're meeting online most weeks at our usual rehearsal time of 7.30pm Tuesday, you don't need to be
able to read music, and there's more info here: alfrickcommunitychoir.com

Keith Bramich (07771 600 776)

*hhkhkAhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkkhhhkhhhkkhhhkkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhkhkhhhkhkkhhkhkkihhhkkhhhkkhhhkkhhhkkhhhkkhkihkkhkihkhihkhihiiikx

Bridges Stone Mill: Sunday 7 March: 2.00 to 5.30pm

National Garden Scheme Open Garden

Once a cherry orchard next to a 19C flour mill, this all-year-round garden with trees,
shrubs, and mixed borders now includes a mature Japanese garden and a colourful
parterre of roses. The garden is bounded by the Leigh Brook from which the mill’s own
weir feeds a mill leat and a small lake. There is wheelchair access to the Mill's

courtyard.

Teas provided, if possible, courtesy volunteers from St Richard’s hospice. Admission £6.00

P O

r»wf

For this open day you can pre-book your tickets in advance via the National Garden Scheme website:
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/16186, but it is not at present essential. Click on the yellow book now
button on the website or you may be able to just turn up and pay on the day.
FAhAIAAAAAKAAAKRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhAAhAhArhkhArhkArhkhArhkArdhhhhhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhkhhihhiihhiikh

The Great Daffodil Appeal is more important than ever!

By March throughout the UK, daffodils will be reaching their peak in parks, gardens, o
and woodlands. While daffodils are a popular choice for St David's Day (1 March) and
Mothering Sunday (14 March), you can wear a daffodil every day of the month by Marie

supporting the Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2021 (1 - 31 March) which this year Curie

is more important than ever.

Please support Marie Curie nurses by donating or organising fund raising events to help them help not
only those dying from the pandemic, but those living with other terminal ilinesses that are being
overshadowed by Covid. Fund raising resources and information about donating can be found at:
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil



http://www.alfrickcommunitychoir.com/
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/16186
https://churchmag.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87bf3d310a33be056ffbc1e2b&id=64265a9dbf&e=52ff250e73

Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop

It’s been business as usual at the
Community Shop this last month,
despite the bitter winter weather,
which means our lovely
volunteers have been willing and
happy to get up early and clear
the entrance of ice or snow
before the first customer arrives.
The shelves have remained pretty
well-stocked and we have finally
had a brand new freezer installed
after the old one broke down, so
our frozen food stock is now
much increased.

A number of new volunteers have
been trained up and are now
working on shifts, and the kitchen
volunteers try to keep up with the
demand for their very popular cakes and
sandwiches! The cakes are obviously very
difficult to resist...it has to be something to do
with their added comfort value in these difficult
days!

Needless to say, the Food Bank is still in great
need of donations and we have been very
heartened to be able to send several bags a week
to the Worcester branch, donated by our
generous customers. Thank you! Just a
reminder, you can drop off suitable food
donations from anywhere, and pop them in the
basket outside the shop. We've also had a
Valentine’s Day Raffle in aid of the Food Bank -
again, thank you to everyone who bought a
ticket.

Given the harsh winter weather so far this year,
we are pleased to be offering a good selection of
bird food including fat balls, seeds and nuts.

..........................................................................

Now we have the promise of spring on its way
(although difficult to appreciate fully as | write
this with the temperature gauge showing minus
2 degrees outside!) We also have some lovely
new plants arriving regularly now: primroses,
narcissus and others to bring a bit of cheer.
Easter eggs will be arriving soon....

Another reminder: we are happy to take orders
over the phone for anyone finding it difficult to
get out, as well as deliver if requested: 01886
832862.

As always, please keep an eye on our Facebook
page: Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop, for up
to date news and photographs.

We look forward to seeing you in the shop and
wish everyone all the best as we wait for the end
of lockdown.

Vicky Gatley on behalf of the volunteers.

..........................................................................
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" WORCESTER FOODBANK NEEDS YOUR HELP TO HELP OTHERS

Coronavirus emergency list
Tinned potatoes
UHT 1 litre fruit juice

Smash

1 litre UHT milk Sandwich paste
Cracker biscuits Peanut butter
Fray Bentos meat pies etc Jam

Tinned meat - ham, spam, corned beef,

Cooking sauces for rice and pasta

(Non-perishable foods are welcome, including bars of chocolate)

Sponge puddings

Coffee (small jars)

Rice pudding, tinned custard
Tinned spaghetti, e.g., Hoops,
etc.

Tinned fruit - single fruit such as oranges, grapefruit etc

Extras: Tomato sauce, Brown sauce, Mayonnaise, Cooking oil
Shampoo, Deodorants, Washing Powder (small), Toilet Rolls, Shower gel/soap for men, Anti-bac Spray,

Shaving foam and razors, Nappies sizes 5 and 6.

Please place your food donations, wherever they have been purchased, into the basket outside
Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop from where they will regularly be taken to the Foodbank.

..
........................................................................

Rev Anne Potter revannepotter@gmail.com

.
.
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.........................................................................
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From the Alfrick & Lulsley Parish Council Meeting 28 January 2021

Financial Matters
The Parish Council has decided that the parish
precept that is included within the local Council
Tax will be the same as last year - £13k, which on
average is - 72 pence/week per household. It had
decided also that £10k could be used from the
general account to augment the fund for the
Children’s Play Area Project.
The Virus Pandemic and Lock-down
As in spring last year the council is trying to help
residents to cope with Coronavirus isolation.
Are you at risk and have to keep yourself
isolated?
Would you like some help with Shopping, Posting
Letters, Getting medical prescriptions, Someone
to talk to?
We will try to link you to someone close by who
can help. Please contact the Clerk to the Council:
G M Brewin 01886 821 386
Or -
Are you someone who is fit, well and not
medically restricted who could help someone
nearby? Please contact the Clerk to the Council
to joinin.
Committee on New Public Facilities
We have received a very generous offer from the
Fox and Hounds Lulsley of their play equipment as
they will be removing it. Discussions have taken
place about its suitability and how it could be
incorporated into the total scheme.
Subsequently it was decided to carry forward this
aspect to another meeting and proceed to install
the MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) on its own to
get the project moving. This led to an application
to MHDC being made on 21 January for £56,032
and we have heard this has been accepted. More
news later once the contract starting date is
agreed.

Enhancing Biodiversity on Parish Council Land
As you may have seen, things have been
happening on the playing field! The ditches have
been cleared out, the tarmac near the lane gate
no longer floods in heavy rain, making access
easier and thanks to our enthusiastic band of
volunteers, new native mixed hedges have been
planted, supplied free of charge by the Woodland
Trust. All the work should result in some
reduction to the water logging. Thanks to
Western Power some trees along the hedge now
look very odd; we're giving them time to recover
before pruning to a better shape.

A professional arboriculturist has carried out a
safety inspection on all the Parish Council trees,
especially the ash. Some limited felling and

branch trimming will be done. We will keep a
close eye on the big ash trees for dieback
(Hymenoscyphus fraxineus); the Forestry
Commission is keen that if not dangerous, large
iconic trees such as these aren't felled
immediately even if in an early stage of the
disease. Some ash trees will recover and cuttings
from them will be important for growing on new
young resistant trees.
The lockdowns and restrictions as well as poor
weather have meant, frustratingly, that working
parties in the Spinney have been intermittent this
season and non-existent at Alfrick Pound. The
field fencing in the Spinney has been replaced
and a new gate installed. The path has
progressed well and we hope that the few
planted snowdrops will flourish.
COVID-19 permitting, more working parties will
be organised during the spring. Volunteers will
be very welcome; do contact Carol and Derek
(01886 884372/mobile 07929 091814 or
carol.bradley372@hotmail.com).

Derek Bradley - Parish Tree Warden.

01886 884372

Speeding through the Village

The latest data from the Radar Camera shows
that some 50% of all traffic passing the Lulsley
and Stocks Road camera locations was over the
30mph limit and 38% by Swan Orchard.

Speeds recorded at all locations showed averages
of around 36mph but the incidence of speeds of
over 50mph has reduced. The highest speed
recorded was at the Old Police Station on Stocks
Road - over 60mph twice at 16:30 on 6 November.

Our thanks to Richard Ashton who collects and
analyses the data for us and Suckley parish.

Four-wheel drive vehicles on Sandy Lane

At the January council meeting a group of
parishioners raised the matter of the behaviour of
four-wheel-drive vehicle enthusiasts on the un-
maintained public road Sandy Lane. This has
caused serious damage during the recent wet
weather and the late night visits and associated
noise are antisocial to say the least. Road Closed
signs have now been placed at both ends of this
road. This should allow WCC Highways to assess
the damage and reinstate the roadway to its
previous state which followed some substantial
restructuring and fencing (all now destroyed)
about two years ago.

The council is supporting residents where it can in
their efforts to resolve these problems.
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COAL MERCHANTS

IN THE HINES FAMILY FOR
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Prompt Deliveries T
All types of fuel supplied to your area
Household & trade enquiries welcome

PHONE & ASK FOR JOHN HINES
HENWICK STATION, ST JOHNS,
WORCESTER

TEL: 01905 421975
MOB: 07973 662160

Email; ej.hines.coal@gmail.com

THE FOLD FARM SHOP

IS OPEN
TUESDAY - SATURDAY
9.30am —4.30pm

A wide range of local, organic, and
sustainable products. From fresh
organic vegetables straight from our
farm to environmentally friendly
cleaning products.

www.TheFold.org.uk

RED KITE =
Pest Control

For all your local Pest Control requirements

{BPCA and NPTA Qualified}
ALSO

TAXIDERMY——

I’m interested in purchasing unwanted pieces of taxidermy
(for private collection)

Telephone Andy Staples on:
01886 832730/ 07977 044987

ZANORCESTER

Bosch Group

Registered Accredited installer
Technicians 11729

Hunaban Heating Ltd
01886 880260 07771 998238

Oil/Gas Boilers serviced repaired and replaced.
AGA & Rayburn Cookers serviced.
Central Heating Systems installed & upgraded.
Solar Hot Water Systems install

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley WR13 5HZ

JRM
Pipework & Fencing Supplies Bromyard

We supply a large range of Creo and Tanalised
Fencing stakes, Tornado Wire, Richie Gates
and Water Troughs
We also supply Blue water pipe, Philmac water fittings,
Bass Ball valves, Guttering
and Underground pipe

Call: 07943 470818
Email: jrmpipework.fencing@gmail.com

Bedwardine Funeral Services

A professional and sympathetic 24-hour service to the
community with individual arrangements of highest possible
standards and care at competitive prices by established
family-owned independent Funeral Directors. Complete &

Courteous Service. Private Chapel of Rest. Personal Attention
and Home Arrangements.
Horse-drawn Hearse.

Daimler Fleet or Yesteryear
Monumental Masons.  Woodland
Burials. Floral Arrangements.

Credit facilities & pre-payment plans.
01905 748811 30 Bromyard Road, Worcester

Apdrew’s Garden Services

Landscaping and Garden Maintenance

e driveways
e fencing
o patios

e slabbing

e Stone walling, etc.

Call for a free quote

07999 711604 or 01886 821658

andrewgardenservices@gmail.com

www.gardenservicesmalvern.co.uk

Bank House, Broadwas, WR6 5NE
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Pads The

BURTON

Invoices

bBrochures
PRINTWORKS
Traditional Printers

wcorporating

Ir
i E. F. Dyke & Co.

Established 1920

Letterheads
Business Cards
Clothing, Banners, Signs etc.

n #

For all 4 OFFICE: 01886 83520072
(TELEPHONE/FAX/ANSWERPHONE)
@ DIRECT PRODUCTION LINE
077990 410781

email: sales@theburtonprintworks.co.uk

www.theburtonprintworks.co.uk

HomeFix

IMPROVEMENTS & REPAIRS

Kitchen/BathroomFitting ¢ Extensions « Plumbing
Maintenance / Repairs » Tiling ¢ Door/ Window Fitting
Carpentry « Painting & Decorating * Landscaping

Call Damon on 07970 103935
www. homefix.me.uk

The
elsovn Irwv

Free House
Traditional Ales

Pop - Up - Pulr

Limited opening
howry please keep inv
touch

Longley Green, Suckley, Worcester,
WR6 5TF
Telephone: 01886 884530

TREE SURGEON/LOGS FOR
SALE

AP DRAPER trading as ANKERTREE
CARE

Over 30 years experience in tree
felling/surgery, hedge laying and
woodland maintenance

GOOD SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE
01886 830166

KEVIN ROBERTS

Domestic Plumbing
Bathrooms & Central Heating
Taps and Washers
Oil Boiler Services
OFTEC & Unvented Registered

24 hour service
Tel: 01886 880384 or Mob: 07976879719

s

Wyvern

Man and Van

01886 833432
07730 533446

info@wyvernmanandvan.co.uk

Services/Removals

Local and long distance Man and Van
Service based in Leigh, Worcestershire,
offering low cost transport of personal or

business goods

Same hourly charge 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week

We also offer safe, secure
container storage for all your
household items

WOODMAN JOINERY

Quality Purpose-made Joinery
Hardwood & softwood Windows.

Sash Windows, Doors & Stairs, Conservatories,

Replacement Sealed Units.
Hopkiln Barn, Castle Green Farm,
Leigh Sinton, WR13 5DA
Tel/fax:- 01886 833527

Tie
SEWING
ROOM
Studio 7, The Fold, Bransford WR6 5JB

sewing tuition for all abilities
bespoke commissions

For more info contact Catherine 07854 486869
www.the-sewing-room-malvern.co.uk
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Suckley

St John the Baptist
Suckley Church Flower Arranging Rota

March 2021 until Lent Jenny Taylor
April 2021 All for Easter (5 April)

Suckley Church is at present open for private prayer
daily from 10am to 5pm, but Covid precautions may
change this. Please look at Suckley Church Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/suckleychurch and also on
the Suckley page of A Church Near You on:
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18630/
for the current information.

1) Did You Know: Cashew Nuts Aren’t Really Nuts?

Over half of the world's cashew new production is concentrated in just three countries: Vietnam, India,
and the Ivory Coast. The industry in each country, however, is marked by dangerous conditions and
poverty-line wages for workers.

Cashew nuts come from fruit producing trees. The fruit, or ‘cashew apple’, which resembles a bell
pepper, is what is called a ‘false fruit’. The real fruit dangles from the bottom of the cashew apple,
guarding within it a single seed, known to us as a cashew nut. To see a picture, for copyright reasons just
Google cashew; you’ll be amazed!

The most difficult step in how cashew nuts are processed is extracting the kidney-bean-shaped nut from
its shell, which is labour intensive and requires a skilled workforce - 90% of whom are women and paid
negligible wages. When cracked open, the shell oozes highly corrosive oil referred to as CNSL or ‘cashew
nut shell liquid’. This oil, when in contact with skin, causes burns and sores which often present health
risks for workers.

The cashew nut industry also has significant social value, providing vital employment to millions of
people, especially women. A combination of cashew nut farming, processing and exporting can create
employment for local farmers and communities all year round.

So

2) Suckley Church has chosen to support Toilet Twinning in lvory Coast, where Cashew nuts
grow.

More than half of all schools have no toilet or water point. Ivory Coast

remains one of the poorest countries in the world: about 40 per cent of EO—
its population lives below the poverty line. Up to a third of people in Jwinned
rural areas do not have safe, clean water to drink, so water-borne i -
diseases are rife.

Here a family tells its own heartwarming story:
https://vimeo.com/294530528

If you would like to support Toilet Twinning you can make a donation, or
for £60.00 you can ‘Twin’ your own toilet with one in Afghanistan, Ilvory
Coast, Malawi, Democratic Republic Congo, Pakistan, Uganda, or Zambia. P
You have thus enabled a sanitation project in your chosen country,
where smiles and life-changing health improvements will result.
For further information please contact Anne Lewis 884552 or
annelewis@doctors.org.uk

can’t gather in church as we normally do, but fortunately we have been able to continue
with bringing to life our plans to create a user-friendly Community Space that is useful to

\q ¢ Usually in March Suckley folk enjoy getting together in church at the Fair Trade Fair. We
Mg everyone, as well as being our church on Sundays.


https://vimeo.com/294530528
mailto:annelewis@doctors.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/suckleychurch
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18630/

Suckley Church - What’s happening now?

Thanks to many local donations, and local activities like M E
concerts and French lessons, by the time you read this our

new chairs will have been delivered. They will be (¥

comfortable and hi-stacking, and yes, the new essential

Covid-cleanable!

Thanks to funding from Severn Trent our builder is expected imminently, working in the Tower to give us
running water in the church at last. Hurray! Apologies if you find the church unexpectedly closed some
days - this is inevitable with building work, but won’t be for long, and we’ll do our best to inform you with
notices and on Facebook and https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18630/

Fundraising continues for Phase 2 of the SPACE project, and we are now fundraising for our church
Toilet! Plans are on display in the church, and we are open daily from 10am to 5pm, so you are welcome
to come and see what is planned and pray for it too when you visit. Phase Two is the downstairs fully
accessible toilet with baby-change area, and a useful kitchenette with a mobile counter. Upstairs will be a
small meeting room. Fundraising is very difficult in the present times, as you can imagine, so if you would
like to help us achieve our target there are details of how to make a donation in the leaflet below.

We look forward to when we can enjoy getting together again. Meanwhile if you want
to read about what is unfolding and what has been planned for the future, you can read
all about it here at this QR Code:

If you'd like to find out more, please contact a church warden Anne on 01886 884552
and annelewis@doctors.org.uk or Liz on 07929 001563 and lizdevenish@gmail.com
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Suckley Good Neighbour Scheme (1886 840 480
The Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS) is for all residents
in our community to access help should it be needed, especially during difficult and
challenging times and circumstances.
Manned by friendly local volunteers who can be contacted Monday to Friday, they will try to
help you with any issues via a network of residents who have offered their assistance with all
manner of things: from collecting prescriptions, a friendly chat, changing a light bulb or perhaps walking a dog
whilst convalescing; we’re here to help.......
Call 01886 840 480 or email: suckleygns@gmail.com
And especially during the times we are now faced with, we all need to be ‘good neighbours’ so please be aware
of those around you and how we may be able to help them.
Do not go hungry: Malvern Hills’ Food Bank and the School Meal Schemes are well supported at this current
time and are available to all who are in need .

Suckley Community Car Scheme

This voluntary service covers all residents of Suckley who need transport to local medical appointments, or to
take or collect prescriptions to or from Knightwick Surgery. Drivers are:
Caroline Mitchell: 884070; Rosemary Harward: 832289; Jill Hommonds: 884221;
Please start phoning from the left and give as much time as possible.
Our drivers reserve the right to refuse any request that they think to be inappropriate.
R R R R R S S S S R R R S S R R R R R R R R R S R R R S R R R R S S R R S S R R S R S S R S S S S S R R S R S R R S S R S S R R S S S S S S e S o 2

Membership Extended and Subscriptions Paused

At the 2020 AGM we recognised the impact that Covid-19 has had upon our ability to
deliver a programme of events throughout 2020 and potentially part of 2021.

In recognition of this the Conquest Committee is delighted to announce that Theatre
Memberships will be extended through to the end of January 2022 and all
membership payments will be paused.

Your Membership Subscription payments will resume on 31 January 2022 when
Bromya rd hopefully we can return to delivering a full programme of events for your enjoyment.
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The Hill Trust

Most people will know Suckley Village Hall and,
indeed, probably have been inside from time
to time. Fewer people will know about the Hill
Trust. This is a charity set up to run the Hall
and the trustees and committee members
include the vicar, representatives from the PCC
and PC.

In 1908 Suckley Working Men’s Club and Parish
Room was completed on land provided by
Edward Henry Hill, the son of Worcester MP,
Thomas Rowley Hill. This building included a
main hall, a committee room, a kitchen and
outside toilet blocks. Adjoining the Hall was
the caretaker’s house, with rooms for a nurse.
In total the land extended to approximately
1,570 yards.

The purpose of the Club was to provide
education and recreation for the members and
by providing a nurse, the sick poor would also
benefit.

In April 1911, Squire Hill, as he was known,
died, and in his Will bequeathed to the
Trustees of his Will “the Suckley Parish Room
and Working Men’s Club at Suckley, in the
County of Worcester, recently erected by him,
with land occupied therewith at his death and
all furniture and other contents of the said
Club...”

The trustees were charged with over-seeing
the everyday running and maintenance of the
buildings, appointing the caretaker, who was
paid a wage and given the house to live in.
There was a nurse who held her clinics in the
community room, also paid by the trust, and
many a child from Suckley School would have
been marched down the lane to the Hall to
have heads examined for nits. There was also
a lending library which contained books and
magazines.

Over the years many groups have used the Hall
— from drama (the stage was removed in 1959
suffering from woodworm), the Pony Club,
Alfrick Young Farmers, Suckley WI, to name but
a few.

The Working men’s Club suspended activities
in 1955 and subsequent to this, the charity
became known as the Hill Trust and was

regulated by a plan of the Charity
Commissioners, which continues to this day.

In 1962, the Hall won “Best Kept Village Hall” in
Worcestershire. At this time, the trustees
realized that a car park was needed, but,
despite attempts to find suitable available land
to buy or lease, no car park materialised until
decades later — the one now in use and owned
by the housing association.

By 1982, the trustees wished to update
facilities by building inside toilets, a new
kitchen and community room. In order to fund
this extension, the caretaker’s house (“Hill
View”) was sold in 1984 into private
ownership. The last caretaker left the house in
1983. The old community room and the
outside gents’ toilet and fuel store were
incorporated into the now private property.
The outside ladies toilet is still used by the Hall
as a storage shed.

Since 1955, three schemes have been explored
with the view to re-locating the Village Hall but
all have fallen by the wayside. The layout of
the Village Hall remains much the same as it
was in 1984 and the Hill Trust continues to care
for the Hall, and welcomes hiring groups,
friends and supporters through its door.
Looking back through the Minutes of the Hill
Trust from 1955 onwards, | can say that we
modern day trustees face many of the same
challenges as former trustees did, but with
perhaps a little less of the woodworm!!

Carol Boughton

Information taken from Minutes of the Hill
Trust and ‘“Aspects of Suckley’.

KEAAEAAKAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIAAAIAAAIAAAIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhihhiihiiiiik

Suckley Parish Council: Next Zoom Meeting: Monday 8 March 2021 at 7.15pm

This will most likely be a virtual Zoom Meeting. There is always time at the beginning of the meeting for parishioners to
make a short address to the Councillors for discussion in the meeting. For the Zoom link please contact the Clerk:

DIANA TAYLOR, Clerk to Suckley Parish Council

9, Lambourne Avenue, Malvern WR14 1NL
Tel: 01684 569430; email:dtaylorsuckleyclerk@gmail.com
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A Different Pandemic, Twenty Years Ago

"We come to kill all your animal tomorrow."
That is what a Spanish technician phoned us to
say at 6.00pm one night, deep into the crisis.
This week (mid February 2001) it's twenty years
on since the start of the monumental terror that
was foot and mouth. Items on local radio today
brought back tears to my eyes even after all this
time.

A bit like this current lockdown, we became
used to not seeing friends, not being able to go
anywhere and being worried continuously for
months.

Our herd of Hereford cross cattle were very
precious to us, having bred them all except
Henry the Hereford bull. One cow had given
birth to live triplets, which we were toldisa 1 in
40,000 chance. Well, Speedy, Weedy and
Greedy all survived amazingly, and over the next
dozen years each of those three had nine single
calves and one set of twins. A real family
dynasty. We may be rather sad farmers in that
we gave names to most of the other cattle too.
(Their compulsory ear tags seemed impersonal.)
We knew them all so well.

To be told by an unknown foreign person, not
even our own vet, that he was coming to kill
them all next day was devastating. Our life's
work to go up in flames, literally, after being
shot. No sleep at all that night. Next morning
we waited and waited in great trepidation for
the killing crew to pitch up, but no-one came.
Eventually we phoned (useless) MAFF/DEFRA
regarding the tissue samples they had taken a
few days previously.

"Oh those, they came back normal a couple of
days ago" another foreign person told us in a
very offhand manner. Our relief was intense,
but I'm afraid anger came to us as well, as we
felt badly done-by. The exact same thing
happened to other farming friends, and to us
again two weeks later, very draining and
upsetting, but we were fortunate in the end that
our stock survived.

We had smoke drifting over the farm from the
burning pyres in Whitbourne. The closest actual
outbreak was on a neighbouring farm 500 yards
away. Night after night from January to late
August the news had heartbreaking pictures of
the millions of cattle and sheep being burned on
fires made from railway sleepers and straw.
Devon and Cumbria had the worst times with
thousands of families' livelihoods being cruelly
destroyed. The children crying as their pet
lambs and new-born calves were shot was
especially sad.

&

The affected farms then had
to be cleaned after the on
massacres. Gangs on very
big money got drafted in a
supposedly to disinfect and
steam clean the buildings,
concrete yards etc. Many a large fortune was
made in that way, but often the job wasn't done
properly. We felt they were vultures, and it
should be the farmers who received those
generous sums to clean their own premises, not
the folks having a jolly time squirting each other
with pressure washers. Having no stock to feed
and care for after the cull, it would have given
the farmers some purpose in work. After a
lifetime of doing animal chores seven days a
week, suddenly having silent yards and fields left
many to rethink their future. We continued
with our cattle until the even worse and ever
ongoing bovine TB meant the end of our herd,
but that is a different story.
There were a few good aspects of the foot and
mouth crisis which again is like our 21st century
pandemic. People became more caring of their
friends and neighbours. Also, in the case of
2001, farmers in general who normally got a bad
press, (you never see a farmer on a bike etc.)
received sympathy from the rest of the
community. The Farm Crisis Network (FCN) and
the Agricultural Chaplaincy became prevalent,
and did sterling work helping desperate farmers
with physical and mental problems. Even
twenty years ago devastating mental effects
were hardly talked about; thank goodness we do
that a little more easily nowadays.
As with this virus situation we are in now, there
are many unanswered questions from twenty
years ago.
We wonder how many animals actually had the
disease, as at least 95% were killed in a
'contiguous cull.' We wonder if MAFF/DEFRA
handled it all sensibly?
We also wonder if 'young Mr Blair' wanted
farmers to survive or not, as he was so keen on
importing meat and milk from Europe. Articles
in the farming press mentioned that merchants
selling straw and railway sleepers had been
contacted six months before the first fires were
lit, to check on their stocks in case (?) they
would be needed.
Political and personal thoughts collide
sometimes, but we came through those tough
times, and hopefully will get through the
present one.

Jill Haommonds



Jeremy Massey Electrics

Electrical Contractor
Domestic, Industrial & Commercial Installations
Local — Reliable- Quality workmanship
New Installations and rewires. Electric showers
Lighting, interior and exterior
Sockets- phone & electrical
Replacement Fuse box. Electric Gates
Electrical test —Health Checks — PAT Testing

01886 888493 Email : masseyjeremar@aol.com

Do you need an aerial view of your property?

>
>
>
>

Drone SAR for Lost Dogs volunteer. Licensed Pilot for commercial
operations PfCO. CAA approved. Drone Safe registered.
M: 07561 157415
E: tony@shiredroneservices.co.uk

L] L]
Shire Drone Services
Drone Aerial Video and Photography

Marketing your property

Video your event

www.shiredroneservices.co.uk
Roof survey imaging
Live video images (via YouTube streaming)

HOTEL's SPA'* GOLF

Currently closed because of Covid

Bank House Gift Vouchers are available for
Afternoon Tea, Spa Days and Breaks, Golf and
Dining and start at just £16.00.

For more information visit our online voucher site:

www.ibookedonline.com/bank-house-hotel-spa-
and-golf-club-worcester/

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Andy Johnson

Certificates Issued
Evening { Weekend Sweeps
Stove maintenance

Tel: 01886 821933

REDCABIN COMPUTERS

Friendly and efficient service for
your home & business computer system

Mobile: 07973 358124
Telephone: 01885 483839

FENCING

WORCESTERSHIRE

AGRICULTURAL & EQUESTRIAN FENCING
Olly Cook
Colles Place, Lulsley, Worcs. WR6 5QN

Tel: 07800 632366; 01886 821616
Email: ollycook@live.co.uk

07798 790913 01547 530271
7 £ Email: sales@redcabin.net
| I-lE1g\0/l WS AR s Website: www.redcabin.net
KNIGHTWICK Yixiyg Dance with Deb

Latin, Ballroom, Sequence & DanceFit
EVERY MONDAY
At Holy Trinity Parish Hall Malvern

&
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT WELLAND

TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE CONTACT . 07760 763967

info@dancewithdeb.co.uk /
www.dancewithdeb.co.uk

JCB Hire and Groundwork Contractor
Sewage, draining, ditching and pools etc:

Contact Derrick Philpotts
Mobile 07831246495

Telephone/Fax 01886 880008

TOP OF THE PILE

CARPETS AND FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED - 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
A SERVICE ABOVE AND BEYOND YOUR
EXPECTATIONS

CONTACT DARREN ASH

TEL: 01886 832327; MOB. 07831
166006
email topofthepilel @yahoo.co.uk
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GLASSHOUSE

at HOLLOWAYS

: Please contact us for our latest :
3 opening arrangements

www.holloways.co.uk

01886 884665

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Canapés by Gill
Mothering Sunday 14 March
Afternoon Tea Delivery Service

Wednesday evening Fish ‘n chips, 10 and 24 March

Afternoon teas always available

07768 287441

Or email info@canapesbygill.co.uk

LE M

EXECUTIVE TRAVEL

Providing transport for pleasure and
business, specialising in airport, seaport
transfers using 4 to € seater passenger vehicles

Tel:01905 672078 Mob:07582120016

landmexecutivetravel@gmail.com
www.executivetravelworcestershire.co.uk,

CLIFTON CARPENTRY
'

All aspects of carpentry and joinen _§ \Q
Specialising in bespoke fitted g
furniture and handmade kitchens. :

=
www.cliftoncarpentry.co.uk &« "\\
ol

info@cliftoncarpentry.co.uk
07531 621320
Blackhouse Lane, Suckley

Cam’s Mobile Dog Grooming
Tel: 07879 418318

Over 16 years experience as a dog groomer.

Offer anything from nail clipping to a full clip.
| can come to your home or you can visit me
at my home in Leigh Sinton.
www.camsdoggrooming.co.uk
Also offer a horse clipping service.

Find me on Facebook or Instagram

Brian Taylor and Mike Taylor

Plumbing, heating, gas fires etc

‘Gas Safe’ - LPG - OFTEC - OIL

Hall House, Suckley

Tel: 01886 884280 Mob: 0773 4812027

D.G.BERRY

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION
Extensions/Alterations/Roofing
Renovations/New-builds/Repairs
Free quotations and advice I
Tel: 01886 830140
Mob: 07909 511346
d.g.berry @btinternet.com -

The Sanct (AOL‘QS o

at Holloways'

. HairoBeautyvHolistics vAesthetics
< & P by Carrie or4ee

Holloways, Lower Court, Suckley WR6 5DE
Message: 07516 774359; Call 01886 358120
Email: info@thesanctuarysuckley.co.uk
www.thesanctuarysuckley.co.uk

@ JIDS

o Eleetrical

For all your electrical needs

Fully qualified and insured

JON HALL _ﬁ‘L)
STROMA
;Zf,? (,81,,.;?@3[,?1“5“7“,‘ com CERTIFIED
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COVID Corner

The good news is that, by the time you read
this, the most vulnerable groups will have
been vaccinated with at least one dose. The
“Real World” impact of the vaccine, even one
dose, has been most encouraging in terms of
its ability to prevent severe disease. The
reduction in numbers needing to go into
hospital should enable the current lockdown
to be eased soon. The important thing to
remember if you have been vaccinated is that
there is a three week delay before it really
becomes fully effective, and it gives little
protection in the first two weeks. Even after
vaccination you can still get a
milder form of COVID-19 and
pass it on to others, although to
a lesser extent.

There are many challenges
ahead. The first is the large
number of people who believe
controversy theories about the
vaccine and are refusing to have
the jab. (I have to say it feels a
bit like those who refused to
wear seat belts when they first
came in, and who were willing
to risk injury or death because of false
assumptions.) The science is unequivocally
clear that the benefit of the vaccines is so huge
that everyone who can should have one.
Unfortunately, it is those more vulnerable in
ethnic minority groups who are more likely to
refuse. This will not only cause many of those
who refuse the jab to find themselves with
severe illness, but it will continue to put a
strain on the hospital services who desperately
need to have a chance to catch up with the
usual work they do, and take well deserved
time off.

The second challenge will be the new variants,
and the risks of reduced protection from
vaccines in the future. At the moment our
current vaccines protect us from severe
disease from the known variants, but the rapid
rise in these variants and the mutations that
they carry mean that we cannot be
complacent, and we really will not know for a
long time whether the vaccines we are getting
now will continue to protect us in the future.
One factor to consider here is that the new
mutations, which could cause our vaccines to
become ineffective, are likely to occur in low-
income countries where few of their

population have been vaccinated.

COVAX and other initiatives to

enable those countries to receive

a fair share of vaccines are the

only way to keep us all safe. Currently the
degree of vaccine inequality is astounding,
with two thirds of doses having been given to
the richest nations which only represent 16%
of the global population. For every dose in a
low-income country the wealthiest nations
have given twenty-three. Some countries have
purchased enough vaccine to vaccinate their
population four times over.

| & HM Government

CORONAYVIRUS

ACT LIKE

YOU'VEGOTIT

Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19
don't have any symptoms, but can
still pass it on.

STAY HOME » PROTECT THE NHS ) SAVE LIVES

Everyone wants to be able to look into a
crystal ball and know when we are going to be
able to lead a ‘normal’ life. There are too
many unknowns to answer that at the
moment, and probably the question needs to
be “what will the new normal be like?” From
all I read my best guess is that little by little we
will slowly get back to more normal life, but for
the foreseeable future the virus will be with us
and having an impact on our lives. | think it
would be unwise to plan an overseas summer
holiday at the moment because that is
dependent on the situation in the country you
plan to visit. Face coverings may become the
‘new normal’ in public indoor spaces. There is
also evidence to show that like the ‘flu, this
virus has a much higher attack rate in the
winter. So, after a relatively good period over
the summer what happens over next winter
will be critical. That in turn will depend on
having as many people vaccinated as possible
and to finding ways to overcome anti-vaxxers.
But for the first time since the start of this
pandemic | see green shoots of optimism.

Richard Lewis




: 01905 641070
ECllpse ;&E‘ “Coregijvicrzgfhe most 01 684 869432
H om eCO re rewarding job" www.eclipsehomecare.co.uk

Call Shelley for a chat
07890 250 839

Speak to us today for a full
assessment of your care needs

making o difference

Providing High Quality HomeCare

Excellent Care from Local People

* We have a full range of daily & live in services

* Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer's care

* Longstanding staff and private clients

* Excellent record with Worcester County
Council and CQC (Care Quality Commission)

homecare.co.uk

2015, 2016 & 2017
Top Agency In
Worcestershire
Voted by
homecare.co.uk

A. C. Plastering

Reliable, Prompt, Tidy, Reasonably rated
Plastering / Skimming / Drylining

Contact Adam on either
01886 884871 OR 07749 880739

TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY CARE

A family run business with an established

reputation for professional top quality service
Supply * Installation * after sales care *
Re Roofing*

Every aspect of conservatory care from supply to
installation through to after sales care & maintenance.
All types of conservatories including old and obsolete

models.
We supply & fit:
Aluminium Windows and Doors.

Upvc Windows and Doors
Hardwood And Softwood Windows & Doors
Conservatories in Hardwood/upvc/Aluminium.
Pilkington registered Approved installers
Agents for Compton Garages & Alton
Greenhouses
Please Phone for a Free Quotation
Fence Registration No 18796
22 Saxon Close, Clifton upon Teme, Worcester
WR6 6DL
Tel: 01886 812424 Fax: 812954 Mobile: 07801 281821

blue-ginger
art, craft & inspirational ideas
Home End Farm, Cradley

The Gallery is closed to the public at
present, but please visit our online

shop at: www.blue-ginger.com
Tel: 01886 880240 sue@blue-ginger.com

DO YOU
...suffer from back ache, stiff neck,
painful knees/arms/ legs?
...work at a computer or in the
garden?

...do too much driving or
sessions at the gym?

® Deep Tissue Remedial
Masssage

* Aromatherapy
e Lifestyle & Wellbeing Coaching

For friendly advice and a free mini assessment contact Fran on:

01886 880100/07974 400575

fran@frandoidge.com www.frandoidge.com

MORGAN

APS

SALES & LETTINGS

A& BOUTIQUE PROPERTY AGENCY

PROPERTY SALES & LETTINGS

o A friendly, local team of property professionals

o Specialist in both on-market and discrete off-market
sales and lettings

o Excellent property management service
¢ Boutique and bespoke — a true hands on service

o Local office in the Teme Valley yet with
international reach

Here and ready to help you — just call for a chat
01905 384848
Morgan, Holly and the team

www.morganaps.co.uk  info@morganaps.co.uk

L 1
Chauffeur Services

Liz Whittaker — Lady Chauffeur
Affordable Comfort Travel in Style
Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport, wedding and sporting events.
Local and National journeys.

Contact: Liz Whittaker 07814 006179
Email: Lizthechauffeur@gmail.com

@ THE IRON ROOM
PRIVATE GYMNASIUM
AVAILABLE TO HIRE
ON A HOURLY BASIS
3 STATION MULTIGYM - ROWER
BIKE - TREADMILL - FREE WEIGHTS

MARTIAL ARTS MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

—CENTRE — THE STUDIO

TEL/FAX/ ANSWER PHONE: 60 SQ. METRES NON SLIP FLOOR

MIRRORED WALL
01886 833033 KICK BAG STATIONS
MOBILE: INTERLOCKING MATTS
07770 822033 BAG GLOVES, SHIELDS ETC
THE OLD SOMERS ARMS ALL AVAILABLE TO HIRE

HEREFORD ROAD
LEIGH SINTON, MALVERN,
WORCESTERSHIRE WR13 5D$ CALL NOW FOR MORE INFO.

https://malvernmartialarts.co.uk and https://bromyardtaekwondo.com

EXERCISE CLASSES AVAILABLE



http://www.blue-ginger.com/
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VILLAGE INFORMATION

STD 01886
ALFRICK-w-LULSLEY Website at - http://www.alfrickandlulsley.org/parishcouncil
VILLAGE HALL Booking on line: www.alfrickandlulsley.org
or for information and advice email: info@timesaversconcierge.co.uk or phone Adrian Biggs: 01905 312456
PARISH COUNCIL - 4th Thursday 7.30pm Clerk Geoffrey Brewin: 821386
RVS THURSDAY CLUB - Alternate Thursdays 2.00pm Mrs Margaret Newitt: 884784
RVS Representative Mrs Joyce Cooper: 832444
AGE UK Mrs Brenda Collins: 833358
ALFRICK PLAYERS Alan Soper: 832354
PILATES GROUP - Village Hall Tuesdays 5.00 & 6.00pm; email sallyp88@btinternet.com Sally Knowles: 821654
W.I. - 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm President Carol Boughton: 884210
ALFRICK & LULSLEY SHOW - 3rd Monday 8.00pm Linda Fishwick: 832617 and Anne Potter: 832355
TENNIS CLUB - Membership Dympna Jardine: 830085
GARDENERS’ CLUB - 3rd Thursday Marion Kent: 832537
TABLE TENNIS - Mondays 6.00-9.30pm Richard Steele: 821777/Sue Adams: 830190
COMMUNITY CHOIR Keith Bramwich: www.alfrickcommunitychoir.com 07771 600776
LEIGH & BRANSFORD Website http://www.leighandbransford.org.uk
MEMORIAL HALL Booking and keys: www.leighandbransfordhall.co.uk
HALL COMMITTEE - Memorial Hall - 3rd Tuesday in January then every other month 7.30pm
AGM 3rd Tuesday in May Chair: Jon Gamble: j_e_gamble@hotmail.com
PARISH COUNCIL - Memorial Hall - 4th Tuesday in January then every other month 7.30pm
Clerk to the Council Mrs Jackie Barker 114 Fruitlands, Malvern, WR14 4XB. 01684 567674
Footpath Warden Gary Mellor: 288370
PRESCHOOL, Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton. Open 8.30am-3.00pm Katie Wiggins: 07854 477445
W.I. - Memorial Hall 1st Tuesdays 7.30pm Acting President: Elaine Shaw: 830275
BOWLS (Indoor) Memorial Hall - Mondays 7.30pm-9.30 pm Mrs C Hall: 832650
MALVERN MARTIAL ARTS CENTRE Leigh Sinton www.malvernmartialarts.co.uk 833033
TAE KWON DO Wednesdays 6.30-7.30pm Julian Burton: 07770 822033/833033
BOXFIT/CIRCUITS/WING CHUN/TAI CHI/QIGONG Kev: 07725 161178/830175
PILATES - Tuesdays 9.00-10.00am Di Fox: 07775 795670

Branches Day Opportunities Monday-Friday 10am—3pm jesshibbert@hotmail.com 07572 398095/833382
SCOUT HUT 1st LEIGH SCOUTS

Explorer Scouts - Thursdays 7.00-9.00pm (14-18) Stuart Diplock: 880078
Scouts - Fridays 7.00-9.00pm (10-14) Matthew Cooper: 884277
Cubs - Tuesdays 6.45-8.15pm (8-10) June Etheridge: 01905 425793
Beavers - Wednesdays 5.30-6.45pm (6-8) Joanne King: 833925
1st LEIGH GUIDES - Mondays 7.30-9.00pm Mrs Valda Cane: 833115
1st LEIGH BROWNIES - Wednesdays 6.00-7.15pm Mrs Kaye James: 832304
RAINBOWS - Thursdays 6.00-7.00pm Ann Osborne: 833480
AGE UK Margaret Hamilton: 833412
WREKIN SPIRITUAL CAFE 1st Wednesday 11.00am-1.00pm Claire McDonald: 884888
LEIGH & BRANSFORD BADGERS FC Senior Coach Bosko Medakovic: 07979 725196
LEIGH & BRANSFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL Head Mr Stuart Bill: 832342
SUCKLEY Website http://www.suckley.net
VILLAGE HALL Booking and keys: Steve Boughton: 884210
PARISH COUNCIL Clerk Mrs Diana Taylor: 01684 569430
SUCKLEY PLAYING FIELDS All weather pitch for football or tennis Bookings: Mr C Luton: 884558
Two Football Pitches Mrs C Luton: 884558
Skateboard Area Mr P Beaumont: 884550
SUCKLEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY Nessa Haworth: 884383
LADIES KEEP FIT Tuesdays 11.00-12 noon Carol Boughton: 884210
BELL RINGING - 1st, 2nd, 4th Wednesdays 7.30-9.00pm Captain Mrs Linda Taylor: 884280
SUCKLEY SCHOOL, Church Lane Headmistress Helen Field: 884283
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 840480
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Leigh & District Branch Shirley Tasker: 832669
Last Friday in March, July, September and November at 2.30pm in the Bear & Ragged Staff
WEST MERCIA CONSTABULARY Emergency 999 Other matters 0300 333 3000

PC 3381 Sarah Ransome-Williams / CSO 6494 Tracey Caldwell / CSO 6481 Collin Davies
Local Policing Team Kempsey/Alfrick based at Upton Police Station


http://www.alfrickandlulsley.org/
mailto:info@timesaversconcierge.co.uk
mailto:jesshibbert@hotmail.com

Suckley Post Office

village store & so much more

WR6 5DU Tel 01886 884 201 Find us on
PO, Shop & Emporium open: facebook
- Monday-Friday 09:00-16:00 @suckleypoandmore
- Saturday 09:00-13:00 suckleypoandmore.uk
&, B $
N . - " W
COVID-Safe traffic light system for stay-safe shopping g 5. Woollizss B9P°
Post Office for experienced advice & service For Mother's Day, Easter & More
- Parcels collection at 15:45, late Post Box collection at 16:45 Situated by the shop entrance
. So much more than your average gift store
Vi"age store for everyday Squ"es & more Buy online for free local delivery
- Local bread, meat, pies, craft beers, cider & gin eweniceandwoolliam.co.uk @followtheewe
............
AN S café Shop open:
%\) ° a e [ ] .
3 Tak K s Mon to Fri 9.00am —5.00pm
. =] o adeawzy (.:ahes o Sat & Sun 9.00am — 12noon
Alfrick LUISley e  andsandwiches e Bank Holidays 9.00am — 1.00pm
—— COMMUNITY SHOP —— ® areverypopular. ®
° ) ° Telephone 01886 832862
e Looking forward e
: to seeing you :
: soon. : Post Office Local
Lok utfor ®ececccccce® ” Weekdays 11.30am —4.00pm
Easter Goodies - (Last post 3.30pm)
Facebook: Alfrick and Lulsley Community Shop Chip & Pin casha:l;t::;?r\:\éailrs‘
Do phone for home delivery if you are self-isolating forvoluntary Service

Leigh Sinton Post Office & Stores

Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton
A Premier Convenience Store
With a wide choice of produce at value-for-money prices!
Off-Licence, Newsagent, Fruit & Veg., Post Office, Lottery,
Fresh bread from our own in-store bakery
Shop Hours — Monday to Saturday 6.30am - 7.30pm, Sunday 8.00am - 2.00pm
Post Office — Monday to Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.30pm

Contact DAV or TRACEY on 01886 832201

One day the theatre will be able to open, but we have no idea when.

Rest assured behind the scenes there are plans taking place for
when we can, and even if we can't open the theatre.

Once the weather improves then an outside production is already
starting its infant steps to becoming a reality in the months ahead.

Watch this space! https://conquest-theatre.co.uk/
Email: conguest@conguest-theatre.co.uk

Bromyard
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